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PRESS RELEASE

UK COAL CHALLENGED TO COMPLETE IT’S MINORCA APPLICATION 
In a letter sent to UK Coal plc about the length of time it is taking to complete the new documentation for an opencast mine on the Minorca site near Measham, Leicestershire, the Minorca Opencast Protest Group point out that it is now seventeen months since the company announced its plans for Minorca. The letter goes on to say

“Ever since that date, as you know, people who live within 800 metres of the proposed site have had their lives put on hold. If they want to move house for any reason- be it a change in or loss of a job, the break-up of a relationship or death of a partner- they are under an obligation to tell any prospective buyer  about the likelihood of an opencast mine being granted planning permission, thus reducing any interest as well as the value of the offers. They are suffering Planning Blight.

We strongly protest about the invidious position in which your company has put these householders. We are of the opinion that each deserves an apology for the length of that the completion of the documentation for this application is taking and an explanation for the delay”.

Our letter goes on to suggest that UK Coal plc may be deliberately delaying proceeding with the application because in the present economic climate there is a lack of demand for coal. MOPG argues that firstly we are aware that at the end of December 2009 coal stocks at Power Generating Stations were at a 15 year high equal, we estimate, to six months coal supply for generating purposes. Secondly, we also indicated that we were aware that Power Generators between September and December 2009 only produced 75% of the electricity that they had produced a year ago. Lastly, that unusually gas was being used as the main winter feed stock for power generation purposes, instead of coal.

We therefore believe that UK Coal plc is delaying proceeding with this application and keeping the coal in the ground until it is needed. We have invited UK Coal plc to comment on specific points made in our letter to disprove our claims. 
Steve Leary, MOPG’s spokesperson said

“We want UK Coal to come clean on the reasons for why it is taking so long for the company to proceed with this application. They have so far taken five months to come up with answers to the objections put by MOPG, four  statutory bodies and two statutory consultees – and we still wait for answers! 
Bear in mind, if UK Coal proceed with this application, we are expecting them to submit a new 400 page document.Then we will have possibly only three weeks to reply. It seems that the planning system give the applicant unlimited time to prepare their case but limits the amount of time in which those who oppose this application can reply. 

On the other hand this is UK Coal’s 2nd application to mine here. The 1st was rejected in 1995. We know that they seriously began planning this second submission in 2005. If, after all this time, they cannot get it right is it not time for them to stop blighting the lives of local people and withdraw  this application?”
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, SPOKESPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981,                                                     email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
