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PRESS RELEASE
       PR 47 19/2/10 


PRESS RELEASE

WE HAVE WAITED LONG ENOUGH FOR THE MINORCA APPLICATION TO BE COMPLETED 
“We have been waiting long enough – it is time that UK Coal plc either submitted their final set of papers amending aspects of their application to extract coal or clay from the Minorca site or they should withdraw the application. This application has now been dragging on for nearly seventeen months, from September 2008. We have been very patient, but our patience is wearing thin. It’s time UK Coal plc put up or shut up”.

These views, expressed by Steve Leary the Spokesperson for the Minorca Opencast Protest Group highlight the next stage in the campaign to prevent an opencast mine from operating between Measham and Swepstone. The group now want the final details of the application to be submitted to Leicestershire County Council as soon as possible, so that the County Council can make a decision on the application.
The latest edition of Minorca Protest News 1 argues that UK Coal plc may be deliberately delaying submitting the final details to do with the application because of a huge increase in coal stockpiles at power stations. At the end of December, stockpiles of coal at power stations stood at 23m tonnes. This is equal to nearly six months supply of coal MOPG argue according to official figures, 2 and the highest level since 1994 when much more coal was burnt anyway to produce electricity. The protest group’s fear is that the last thing UK Coal plc currently need is to increase the supply of coal from the Minorca site at the present time because of an evident oversupply of coal due to the economic recession. 
Once UK Coal plc had gained planning permission, they would have to legally complete the extraction of coal by a given date thus increasing the supply of coal in what appears to be a saturated market. It is therefore much better for UK Coal plc to delay gaining permission for Minorca until the demand for coal increases as the economy picks up. It is better for them to keep the coal in the ground until they can sell it at a profit. 
To reinforce their argument, MOPG draw attention to the latest trading statement issued by UK Coal plc “Trading Update for the Year Ended 2009”, 3 which indicates that the company is operating under severe financial pressure, with losses for the last financial year estimated to be £115m and cuts in coal production at their remaining operations.

Steve Leary went on to say

“We do hear various rumours about why UK Coal has not proceeded with all haste with this application, that they are waiting for information from the Environment Agency or that they are waiting on the outcome of the General Election to see which party forms the Government. We think it is because there is too much coal available at the moment, especially when you take into consideration that the official source we quote from for the coal stock figures also reports that the UK is only producing 75% of the electricity it produced a year ago.

MOPG will be writing to UK Coal plc asking them to issue a statement clarifying why it is taking so long for them to complete the application and to apologise to local people for the length of time it has taken so far. We are the innocent victims of this planning application which has put many peoples’ lives on hold for an unreasonable length of time. The blame for this lies with UK Coal plc who should, as we have said all along, done their homework and got this application right first time”.
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Notes

1) Issue 21, available from either http://www.mopg.co.uk/ or 
http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
2) “Stocks of Coal”, Monthly Tables (published on 23/1/10), Department of Energy and Climate Change”. See:

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/statistics/source/coal/coal.aspx
3) “Trading Update for the Year Ended  2009”, p3. UK Coal plc, January 2010.  See:

http://miranda.hemscott.com/static/cms/2/4/2/6/binary/3008031269/9894858.pdf
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