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PRESS RELEASE
       PR 46 9/2/10


PRESS RELEASE

ALL CANDIATES PLEDGE TO OPPOSE THE MINORCA APPLICATION

UK Coal plc faces more opposition to its plans to have an opencast mine on the Minorca site near Measham. At a Public Meeting held in Measham last night all the Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for North West Leicestershire Constituency pledged themselves opposed to this application whilst each explained their party’s Energy Policy to an attentive audience. Over sixty people had braved the threat of snow to hear what each of the candidates, who spoke in the following order, had to say. Ian Mellor (BNP), Paul Reynolds (Liberal Democrat, Ross Wilmott (Labour), Andrew Bridgen, (Conservative) and Martin Green (UKIP) all gave this pledge during their address.

Other points the candidates agreed on points put to them by MOPG was the need for a 500 meter buffer zone in planning policy guidance so that planning policy in England was bought into line with policies in Scotland and Wales and that by relying on opencast coal that this source of energy cannot be considered ‘clean’. On the other points put by MOPG there were diverging opinions over the need for a by- election and preferring to subsidise cost of deep mining coal in preference to new opencast mines.

In addition Ross Wilmott carried a message from the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change on the issues raised by David Taylor MP’s letter to Ed Milliband back in November. Ross Wilmot had received an answer that afternoon and this would be communicated to MOPG tomorrow.

Steve Leary, Spokesman for MOPG said

“We started the evening looking to see who could possibly become our new Champion to replace David Taylor. Now we have not one, but five Champions to choose from when the election for this constituency takes place in the near future. This means that the solid wall of opposition to this application at Minorca in North West Leicestershire shown by North West Leicestershire District Council and all the local Parish Councils has now been joined by the PPC’s.

This meeting also reached the attention of the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change with the promise, at last, of a reply to David Taylor’s letter. 

MOPG would like to thank all the candidates for accepting our invitation to address the meeting”
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, SPOKESPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981,                                                     email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
