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PRESS RELEASE
       PR 44 2/2/10 


PRESS RELEASE

 FINAL LINE UP OF CANDIDATES FOR MOPG’S PUBLIC MEETING ON ENERGY POLICY AND OPENCAST MINING.
The final touches are being put to the arrangements for the Public Meeting to be held in Measham on Monday February 8th in St Laurence’s Church Hall in Measham. In addition to the following Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for the North West Leicestershire Constituency who have agreed to attend, Andrew Bridgen (Conservative), Ian Mellor (BNP), Paul Reynolds (Liberal Democrat) and Ross Wilmott (Labour), we are pleased that Martin Green, the recently nominated candidate from the United Kingdom Independence Party (UKIP) has also agreed to attend.

Each candidate will have fifteen minutes to state their case and the case their party puts forwards on what needs to be done to meet Britain’s energy needs and the role that opencast coal should or should not play in meeting those needs. Candidates can expect to be asked a variety of questions by Minorca Opencast Protest Group members after their statements. Since its inception MOPG has raised a number of issues relevant to this topic such as: 

whether deep mined coal should be given a public subsidy instead of relying on opencast coal production;

as long as we are so reliant on opencast coal that all reference to ‘clean’ coal should be dropped;

the need for a 500 metre buffer zone between an opencast site and where people live;
whether they support claims that have recently appeared in Government publications about the need to produce 20m tonnes of coal in the UK, the majority of which would be from opencast mines,

and 

currently the urgent need for a by-election so that MOPG can get answers to questions relevant to UK Coal plc’s application for an opencast mine on the Minorca site prior to Leicestershire County Council making a decision on this application.
MOPG raised the need for a 500 metre buffer zone at the time of the County Council Elections last year. The information relevant to the other questions can be found in the recent report “Opencast / Surface Mined Coal: It’s Role in Providing UK Energy Security” recently published by MOPG and available from either;

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/mopg-reports.html or
http://www.mopg.co.uk/
Doors will open at 7.15 for refreshments with the meeting proper starting at 7.30pm.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, SPOKESPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981,                                                     email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
