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PRESS RELEASE
       PR 43) 27/1/10 


PRESS RELEASE

MOPG ECHOS CALL FOR A BY-ELECTION – ONLY AN MP CAN GET ANSWERS TO CRUCIAL QUESTIONS THAT COULD AFFECT THE OUTCOME OF THE MINORCA OPENCAST APPLICATION

The Minorca Opencast Protest Group is adding its voice to those calling for a by-election at the earliest possibility for North West Leicestershire. The 250 strong group is making this non partisan call because of the situation it finds itself in after the unfortunate death of the local M.P. David Taylor. Steve Leary, the Group’s spokesperson said

“We were working closely with David Taylor on issues related to the Minorca Opencast Mine application. We had alerted him to what appeared to us to be the introduction of a Government backed target of a need to produce 20m tonnes coal in the UK per year for the foreseeable future. When we first found this figure stated in a Government document we alerted David to its existence in November 2008. David understood the potential significance of this fact – that UK Coal plc, the company applying to mine at the Minorca site, could cite this figure as further evidence that the need to mine Minorca’s coal was so significant that it justified granting planning permission in spite of any objections. We have already reported the verbal answer David received to his House of Commons question made in November, a month before his death, that there was no change in official guidance in  our recently published report “ Opencast / Surface Mined Coal: It’s Role in Providing UK Energy Security.” (1) David had also written a detailed letter on our behalf to Ed Milliband on the same issue in November 2009 which has still to be answered. Without a sitting MP we feel that we are unlikely to get an answer to the questions put on our behalf by David Taylor in November. 

Further evidence that this 20m tonne production target was gaining credibility as an official target for domestic coal production appeared when a second official Government publication, The Energy Markets Outlook Report 2009, (2) again quoted this figure. MOPG immediately wrote to David reporting this, without him being able to take the matter further.”

MOPG understand that it is customary for a neighbouring M.P. to ‘take over’ any outstanding issues and items of correspondence arising from the death of an M.P. but, as yet, no MP is carrying out this function. In the meantime MOPG has been assured by the David Taylor’s Constituency Party Office staff that a reply to the letter sent to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change in November is being sought. They however, do not know how long they will continue to be employed dealing with the issues that are outstanding as a result of the premature death of David Taylor.

 It is also unclear if any action can be taken on the second reporting of the 20m tonne figure by an official government document until a new Member of Parliament for North West Leicestershire is elected. It is for this reason, that we lack representation at a crucial time in determining the Minorca application, why MOPG is calling for a by-election to be called at the earliest opportunity, so that Parliamentary Representation can be restored to the electors of North West Leicestershire and MOPG can get answers to important questions.

Steve Leary added

“With Leicestershire County Council due to make a decision on the Minorca application in the near future, it is absolutely crucial that we have an elected Member of Parliament who will be able to ask this questions to the right people to clear up the current level of ambiguity over coal policy. Is there or is there not an official target of 20m tonnes of domestically produced coal per annum? 
If we do not get a clear answer to this question, which can only be asked by an elected member, all our work and effort to prevent this application may be in vain. At the last minute, UK Coal plc could wheel out the claim that the application should be granted because there is an official target for coal production of 20m tonnes per annum to meet the UK’s energy needs which can only be reached if the coal from the Minorca site is included. This is why we need a by-election, so that that vital question can not only be asked – but answered”.

A copy of the letter sent by David Taylor to the Secretary of State Ed Milliband on whether an official 20m tonne target had been set is attached.
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Notes

1) “Opencast / Surface Mined Coal: It’s Role in Providing UK Energy Security, Steve Leary, MOPG, January 2010. See

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/mopg-reports.html
2) Energy Markets Outlook (2009), p 85, December 2009, Department of Energy and Climate Change. See

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/uk_supply/markets/outlook/outlook.aspx
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, SPOKESPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981,                                                     email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
_1326792939.doc
"PLEASE REPLY TO PARLIAMENTARY OFFICEquoting our reference below:

 


 The Secretary of State


DECC


3-8 Whitehall Place


Whitehall


London SW1A 2HH


 


                                                                                                      Our Ref:01081524/dc


 


 


 


27 November 2009


 


 


Dear Ed

 


Government policy on opencast mining and the Energy Security: A national challenge in a changing world report


 


I write on the above policy matter following recent discussion of it that I had with my constituent Mr Steve Leary of 4 Greenfield Road, Measham, Swadlincote DE12 7LB. Mr Leary is also Chair of the local Moira Opencast Protest Group which is campaigning against UK Coal’s pending application to site an opencast mine between Moira and Measham in our constituency.


 


My constituent has drawn my attention to the report submitted to the government by the Prime Minister’s Special Representative on International Energy, Malcolm Wicks MP, in light of its specific references and recommendations on the role that our domestic coal reserves might play in meeting future energy needs from domestic sources, and what implications this intervention might have for opencast coal mining in the UK.


 


As you will be aware, paragraph 3.46 of this independent report discusses whether energy independence is achievable by 2020, where the following observation is made:


 


"Could expanded use of UK coal replace gas in power generation? Withmuch greater investment and a different approach to opencast mining, the UK could potentially produce as much coal as it is forecast to consume in 2020 but it is difficult to envisage how consumption could be expanded further without relying on imports and there would also be environmental implications from both increased production and consumption of coal". Page 80.


 


In addition, paragraph 6.26 (page 109) refers to the need to produce 20m tonnes of indigenous coal up to 2025, specifically stating:


 


With major investment in both deep mines and planning permission to exploit further surface mines, UK coal production could be retained at current levels of around 20 million tonnes per year through to at least 2025.

 


This clearly flags up to companies like UK Coal the prospect of the legislative changes necessary to accelerate the process of establishing opencast coal mines over the next fifteen years or so. You will recall from our exchange in the Chamber earlier this week* the vulnerability of communities in Leicestershire to a flurry of opencast coal applications and the disastrous environmental impact that this form of coal extraction inevitably has.


 


I would be very grateful, therefore, if you could provide detailed responses to the following queries which my constituent has put to me in light of the Wicks Report’s comments on coal:


 


· Has the government endorsed the findings of this independent report and will there be an official response to its recommendations?


· What discussion of the Wicks Report has there been at Cabinet level?


· Will energy companies be able to cite the report’s view on the need for domestic coal supplies in support of future opencast planning applications?


· Is the Wicks Report part of the government’s thinking on the Carbon Capture and Storage incentives for a new generation of coal-fuelled power stations to be included in the Energy Bill announced in last week’s Queen’s Speech?


· What discussions you have had with ministerial colleagues in the Department for Communities & Local Government of the Wicks Report and its potential impact on Minerals Planning Guidance 3?


 


I look forward to your reply in due course.


 


Yours


 


 


 


 


 


 


David Taylor


Labour & Co-operative MP


North West Leicestershire"


 



