PR 41) PROSPECTIVE PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATES TO GIVE THEIR VIEWS ON ENERGY POLICY AND OPENCAST MINING (draft)
MOPG knows that at the next Parliamentary Election, be it a By Election or the General Election, the issue of Opencast Coal Mining will be an important issue for many voters in the North West Leicestershire constituency. Before the untimely death of our M.P., David Taylor arraignments were already in train to hold a Public Meeting in Measham in February where all the known Prospective Parliamentary Candidates could give their own and their party’s opinion on the UK’s Energy Policy and need for opencast mining. If a By Election is call, this meeting will have even greater urgency.

So far the following candidates have agreed to speak at this public meeting:


Andrew Bridgen


Conservative Party Candidate


Paul Reynolds


Liberal Democrat Candidate


Ian Mellor



British National Party Candidate


Ross Wilmot
t


Labour Party Candidate 

We also understand that the United Kingdom Independence Party also intends to select a candidate shortly for the General Election, and an invitation has been extended to them to be represented at this meeting.

Steve Leary, MOPG’s Spokesperson said

“ It is a tragedy for us that we had begun organising this meeting under such circumstances, as we have lost the original champion for our cause with the untimely death of David Taylor. Initial planning for this event started in November before the death of David Taylor, so that this Public Meeting would not interfere with the actual General Election Campaign for when the Election is called. Now the issue is even more urgent with the possibility of a By Election being called in the next few weeks.  MOPG is delighted that all the known Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for this constituency have agreed to speak at the meeting on what should turn out to be an interesting evening. Unlike some of MOPG’s previous meetings this is a meeting open to all members of the public.”
All the speakers will be sent a copy of a recent report MOPG is about to publish on the role and extent of current and future opencast mining in Britain. This report “Opencast / Surface Mining: It’s Role in Providing UK Energy Security” will soon be available.

The Public Meeting is to be held in St Lawrence’s Church Hall, High Street, Measham on Monday February 8th. Coffee and tea will be served from 7.00pm, with the meeting proper starting at 7.30 pm.

