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PRESS RELEASE


   UK COAL NOW MEETS A SOLID WALL OF OPPOSITION

Last night Measham Parish Council joined the growing list of bodies opposing UK Coal’s plans to have an opencast mine on the Minorca site between Measham and Swepstone. Over forty people braved the elements on what was a rain swept evening to turn out to listen to the decision the Parish Council would make and to participate in the discussion.

The overwhelming representation of public opinion from the floor of the meeting was that this was an unwelcome proposed development that was, at present, an environmentally unsafe proposition. This was especially the case because of the River Mease Catchment Area being a Special Area of Conservation. Speakers opposed to the proposal also reminded listeners of the affect the proposal would have on house prices, traffic, light pollution, noise and dust. Many stressed also that they were in favour of the canal being restored, but that UK Coal’s offer of assistance with the restoration of the canal, if they won planning permission, did not outweigh what many see as an unnecessary risk to their health and wellbeing, which would be the case if the opencast proposal went ahead.
After listening to the debate from the floor and to the opinions of members of the Parish Council, who had overwhelmingly had letters opposing the application to consider, Measham Parish Council unanimously decided to oppose UK Coal’s application.
After the meeting, Steve Leary MOPG’s Chairperson said

“UK Coal now face a solid wall of opposition to its plans for an opencast mine at Minorca across North West Leicestershire. This is now a stronger campaign against this second application than existed in 1995, when the last application was made for open-casting this site. Then Measham Parish Council was the only public body to give conditional approval for the site to be worked. That is not the case this time as Measham Parish Council,   Swepstone with Newton Burgoland and Snarestone  Parish Councils and North West Leicestershire District Council all now oppose this plan. UK Coal may have thought that that trick could be repeated again, especially with dangling the lure of assistance with restoring the canal in front of Measham Parish Council, but it has not worked. In separating the two issues an opencast mine proposal from the separate issue of restoring the canal they came to the right conclusion that the harm this proposal would do to local people and to the image of Measham as being in the Heart of the National Forest outweighed any proposed benefits.

For the members of the Minorca Opencast Protest Group who have fought long and hard for over a year opposing UK Coal’s plans this is a great fillip. Our success so far has been down to a lot of hard work and effort and we know the fight is not over yet, we still have to persuade Leicestershire County Council. However, we can now pause a little in the campaign and catch our breath and deal with some MOPG issues. For this reason we are just beginning to plan for our Annual General Meeting, to be held in St Laurence’s Church Hall on November 28th. Now we have this solid wall of opposition it will be a night on which to celebrate how successful our campaign has been so far as well as preparing for the next stage in the campaign.”   
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
