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OPENCAST DECISION TIME FOR MEASHAM

Measham Parish Council, at its meeting on Thursday November 12th will be making its decision on whether to agree or to oppose UK Coal’s application for an opencast mine to be sited just over half a mile away from the centre of the village.
Measham Parish Council will be the last consultee to make its position known before the matter is consider by Leicestershire County Council. So far North West Leicestershire District Council, Swepstone and Newton Burgoland Parish Council and Snarestone Parish Council have objected to it. In addition, Natural England, The Environment Agency and the Environmental Directorate of NWLDC have also raised objections to the proposal.  

But the outcome is not a foregone conclusion as the Chairperson of the Minorca Opencast Protest Group says

“Measham Parish Council does have the opportunity to add its weight to list of those objecting to this application for very good reasons. Objectors consider this application to be bad for the local people it affects, some of whom live in Measham Parish and will be living within thirty metres of where the coal would be extracted from if permission is granted. They are also concerned about the risks inherent in opencast workings causing pollution and its possible devastating consequences on a Special Area of Conservation, the River Mease Catchment Area, the only such designated area in Leicestershire. MOPG believes that Measham Parish Council’s first consideration should be to protect its residents from the disturbance and nuisance this proposal would cause. Secondly it needs to carefully assess the pollution risks inherent in such a proposal and if they are in any doubt about them its duty to the environment is to object to this proposal. 
We know this is not a foregone conclusion. On the first occasion when an application to opencast this site was made back in 1995 Measham Parish Council was the only local public body to give it conditional approval. We also know that this time that behind the scenes some lobbying in favour of the proposal has been undertaken by those who want the contribution  UK Coal would make to restoring the canal if they were granted planning permission. This however is a separate issue. The real issue, we argue, for Measham Parish Council to consider is whether this application is environmentally safe, and at present the overwhelming evidence gives no as the answer.

We would encourage as many local people as possible to come to the meeting which will be held in St Laurence’s Church Hall, High Street, Measham from 7.00pm this Thursday.”
END


END


END

   END


END

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
