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PRESS RELEASE
       PR 36   3/11/09


PRESS RELEASE
THE ASHBY CANAL TRUST NEEDS TO DEMONSTRATE HOW THEY ARE ACTING IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

The Minorca Opencast Protest Group is not against the restoration of the Ashby Canal. For some of us, the promise of its eventual restoration was one of the attractions that drew us to move to the area. This restoration project, however, should not be funded at the expense of innocent third parties suffering particular costs. Depending on how close people will live to the proposed Minorca site, and some people live only thirty meters away from where the coal will be taken out, they will have to silently put up with noise, dust, increased traffic, looking at huge long earth mounds (the bunds), in one case possibly overshadowing a property on three sides, all it is proposed, for the benefit of restoring the canal if this proposal goes ahead. In addition people are suffering from a decline in the value of their property over and above the recent decline in property values caused by the recession. This is affecting peoples’ decisions about whether they can move home at present. If the mine is approved, they will suffer an even greater proportionate decline in the value of their property for which they receive no compensation. MOPG thinks quite reasonably, that this is too high a price for the affected householders to pay. This especially  so as UK Coal have not given any undertaking that the overall timescale for the coal extraction period will be only four and a half years. If they get permission for extensions, the area could be blighted for many more years.
The Ashby Canal Trust (ACT) also claims to speak for a ‘silent majority’ in Measham. Where is it? The Trust had its own supporters group, ACTS (The Ashby Canal Trust Supporters) but it recently had to be disbanded through lack of support. This is hardly evidence that a ‘silent majority’ exists. In addition everyone who has been to any meeting organised to discuss this issue that has been held in Measham are only too aware of how silent and small this apparent majority of people has been.  The overwhelming local expression of opinion has been to oppose this application and its proposed ‘benefits’ including the restoration of the canal. This claim to speak for a ‘silent majority’ is only made for Measham. How people living in Snarestone, Swepstone and Newton Burgoland are also meant to benefit from the restoration of the canal is not explained. Their views, of total opposition to this planning application as expressed by their Parish Councils are conveniently ignored by ACT.

Lastly, after this statement from the Ashby Canal Trust do we have any more information on what UK Coal is actually offering? The public are no better informed now than they were in July when UK Coal submitted their planning application. To make any judgement on this issue, the public need full disclosure of the results of any discussions or meetings between the Ashby Canal Trust and UK Coal when they happen. The public should not be held in suspense, so that a major announcement can be made just prior to any meeting of Measham Parish Council or The Development Control and Regulatory Board of Leicestershire County Council where this application will be discussed. 
Steve Leary, MOPG’s Chairperson said 

“Having entered the fray on the side of UK Coal, the Ashby Canal Trust should fully disclose the results of any discussions and agreements reached between themselves and UK Coal as and when they happen. The Ashby Canal Trust is a body whose main membership is composed of representative from local parish councils and local authorities. We hope these members act in the public interest and insist on full disclosure.” 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
