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PRESS RELEASE
HOW LOCAL OPPOSITION TO OPENCAST MINE APPLICATIONS HAS BEEN NULLIFIED BY CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT POLICY
A Research Report written for a group protesting against an opencast mine application in Leicestershire claims to have found the missing piece in a jigsaw. The jigsaw in question is how to understand the way in which the ‘presumption against’ opencast coal mining policy introduced in 1999 has become a situation where on five recent occasions,  a Public Inquiry has resulted in the Inspector granting the planning application without an apparent change in policy. This issue has already been the subject of a Panorama documentary ‘Comeback Coal’, broadcast on 1/12/08, which sought to understand this process, but could not get any admission from the Government that the policy had changed.
In “Coal, Collusion and Communities”, Steve Leary, the report’s author, traces subtle changes in Government policy that have resulted in an Inspector and a proposer of an opencast mine site citing  ‘need for coal’ arguments that seem to have the power to nullify local opposition. In addition, this argument is used to override the ‘presumption against’ clauses and clauses discounting ‘need for coal’ arguments contained in the revised 1999 planning guidance document MPG3
Understanding how this situation has arisen is a key first stage in developing arguments that can be used by groups opposing the expansion of opencast mining operations. It is hope that in publishing this report, it will contribute to helping the Leicestershire group, the Minorca Opencast Protest Group, formulate a further submission to Leicestershire County Council on reasons for opposing UK Coal plc’s current application for an opencast mine at the Minorca site. In addition it should stimulate a new debate on how to better protect the interest of local people living on or near the English shallow coalfields from the depredations of opencast coal mining.
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