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MEASHAM PARISH COUNCIL SHOULD THROW OUT THIS APPLICATION
The Minorca Opencast Protest Group (MOPG) are expecting even more people to turn up for a Measham Parish Council meeting on Tuesday 27th October than the seventy plus who listened to UK Coal’s responses to questions put to them last Thursday. The purpose of tomorrow’s special meeting being held at 7.00pm in St Laurence’s Church Hall, High Street, Measham, is for Measham Parish Council to give its opinion on UK Coal’s planning application to extract 1.75m tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of fire clay from the Minorca site near Measham.

More people are expected because UK Coal would not give an undertaking at last Thursday’s meeting that working the coal at Minorca would be completed in just over four and a half years. UK Coal made it clear that they wanted to reserve the right to seek to extend the size and scope of the Minorca site – thus making it likely that the company could be working locally for ten years or more.

Most local people are horrified by this prospect and are keener than ever to stop this application in its tracks. They expect the Parish Council to take note of their concerns and object in principle to this application. 

Steve Leary, MOPG’s chairperson said

“ UK Coal did themselves no favours at last week’s meeting. By not being clear on the number of local jobs that would be available, by revealing, almost at the last minute, that an unsightly fence over three miles long will surround the site and most of all, by indicating their future intention of seeking an extension to the site they demonstrated their insensitivity to local opinion. As a consequence we expect more people to attend tomorrow’s meeting to express their opposition to the application.   
People do have good planning reasons for opposing it. We know that it is not an environmentally safe application, with so many statutory consultees lodging objections (English Nature, the Environment Agency and NWLDC’s Environment Directive). In addition, because the site encompasses a European designated Special Area of Conservation, the River Mease Catchment Area, Measham Parish Council have to be in no doubt at all that when this site is working no pollution will get into the Giliwiskaw Brook, a tributary of the River Mease. Even if they thought this application passed these two ‘tests’ it fails on the test of public opinion. At all the local public meetings on this issue, the overwhelming sentiment expressed has been that the proposed benefits such as contributing to the restoration of the Ashby Canal do not outweigh the costs falling on local people such as the expected increase in dust, noise and heavy traffic, now not just for four years, but for an unspecified period of time.
Lastly do we need this coal being mined now? We know that there has, it seems, been a change in planning policy so that ‘need for coal’ arguments become paramount and the Government seem keen to build up coal stocks at power stations. But it will take over four and a half years to mine Minorca’s 1.75m tonnes, a very slow process if you are trying to build up coal stocks. This is especially so when compared to what happened earlier this year between June and July, when it took just one month to increase the stockpile at power stations by 1.3m tonnes to over 22m tonnes of coal ready to burn.1Even in the context of the ‘need for coal’ type of argument this application does not make sense. How can it be sensible to deploy this argument, when in one month, the national stockpile increase by an amount almost equal to 75% of the expected total output that would take over four and a half years to extract at Minorca?
For these reasons we cannot see how the Parish Council can approve of this application. It should be thrown out.
The Minorca Opencast Protest Group will be publishing Coal, Collusion and Communities, the first in a series of Research Reports, later this week. These reports will explore how and why there have been recent changes in the planning policy for opencast mine applications and what new arguments need to be developed to stop current and future applications from succeeding.
END


END


END

   END


END

NOTES
1) For official statistics on coal stocks go to:

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/statistics/source/coal/coal.aspx
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 
http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
