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PRESS RELEASE
     PR 33 19/10/09


PRESS RELEASE



PUBLIC RAISE NEW CONCERNS ABOUT THE MINORCA APPLICATION

Local residents have raised new concerns about the proposed Minorca opencast mine near Measham in Leicestershire. They will be putting these concerns to representatives of UK Coal who are coming to Measham on Thursday 22nd October for a Public Meeting organised by Measham Parish Council in St Laurence’s Church Hall, High Street, Measham from 7.00pm. This meeting has been organised to give local people the opportunity to ask UK Coal questions about the application.

The Minorca Opencast Protest Group have tabled ten questions1 they want answers too, including questions about the level of site security to stop children trespassing on the site and risking injury, rates of pay for employees especially unskilled workers, seeking extensions to the site that would prolong its working life, issues to do with blasting and the location of other possible opencast sites in Leicestershire.
Steve Leary MOPG’s Chairperson said

“ We keep finding out new issues to do with opencast mining operations, for example recently reading two news stories about children getting into UK Coal sites and using them as a play ground and swimming in settling pools and climbing lighting pylons. We need assurances from UK Coal that, if they did win planning permission, our local children would be safe and that adequate security measures would be in place. After all, at present this area is a greenfield site presenting very little risk to children, but it is only half a mile from the centre of Measham and according to UK Coal’s own statements children’s ‘natural  curiosity’ will attract them to investigate the site once work begins. Other questions we want answers too also reflect the anxieties that people have about this proposal.
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NOTES

1) The letter to Measham Parish Council with our 10 questions is attached. The letter contains links to the news articles about children playing on UK coal owned sites. 
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