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PRESS RELEASE

 PR 31 12/10/09


PRESS RELEASE


NEW CONTROVERSY OVER MINORCA APPLICATION
The Minorca Opencast Protest Group, in three minutes on Tuesday night, must not only state their case against UK Coal’s Minorca application but also point out that the advice being given to Councillors on North West Leicester Council’s Planning Committee on how to arrive at a decision, is flawed.

In the Address 1 to be given to the Committee on Tuesday Steve Leary, MOPG’s Chairperson, will be urging the members to make a clear unambiguous recommendation to oppose the application. At present the advice being given to members is that the recommendation before them of ‘No Objection in Principle’ to this planning application, does not mean the Committee supports this application! MOPG will be requesting that an unambiguous recommendation to object to this planning application be substituted.  

MOPG will then contend that the planning advice offered to the Planning Committee is flawed because the significance that should be attached to the most important national planning guidance document known as MPG 3 is seriously understated in the advice given to members. According to MOPG the Officers have failed to advise members that this is the most important national guidance document, that they have failed to mention that the starting position for any such planning application for opencast coal should be a presumption against granting permission and that in order to grant planning permission a number of ‘tests’ have to be passed before planning consent can be given. 
MOPG will be asking for confirmation that this is indeed a significant document. MOPG will go on to argue that at present this application fails on two of the relevant tests as confirmed by Natural England, the Environment Agency and the Environmental Directorate of their own Council. MOPG will also claim that local people, through their membership of MOPG and the overwhelming support given to MOPG at public meetings, means that even if the application could not be made entirely safe and that a degree of pollution and disturbance was to be suffered by local people, that the social costs they would have to put up with are too high. They do not consider that the benefits UK Coal is offering are sufficient compensation.
Steve Leary MOPG’s Chairperson said

“ It’s bad enough only being given three minutes to put our objections against this complex UK Coal application to opencast at Minorca, but when, at the same time, you have to correct flaws in the Officers Report it becomes a daunting task. We are confident however, that our criticisms of the guidance given on how to determine this application will be accepted. If that is the case then we see no reason why the Planning Committee of North West Leicester District Council can do anything other than object to UK Coal’s application.

If, however, we are unsuccessful, opencast operators may well see the Shallow Coalfield area of North West Leicestershire as an easy target for future opencast planning applications. If that is the case, then the current slogan that adorns the sides of vehicles owned by this local authority should be replaced by ‘North West Leicestershire - Home to Opencast Coal’ and not try to persuade us that we live in a rural idyll  ‘At the Heart of the National Forest’.
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NOTES
1) A copy of this Address is attached. Please note that quoting from this Address is also embargoed until 4.40pm on Tuesday October 13th 2009
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG
Please Note

To avoid any media wake up calls, especially from BBC Radio Leicester to find out what is going to happen or what has happened at the meeting of North West Leicester District Council on Tuesday 13th October, I will be available at the address below from:
Monday, most of the day from 10.00am to 8pm.
Tuesday from 10.00am to 2.00pm and from 8.00pm to 10.00pm

However, on Tuesday night after the meeting, I will send you all a brief summary of the outcome of the debate on the Minorca application.
Wednesday from 6.30 to 9.00am   
4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
