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PRESS RELEASE

PR 30 3/10/09


PRESS RELEASE
      EMBARGOED UNTIL 5.45am TUESDAY 6/10/09

‘UK COAL HAVE NOT DONE ENOUGH HOMEWORK SAY PROTESTORS’
The Minorca Opencast Protest Group’s (MOPG) response to UK Coal’s planning application to mine 1.25 million tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of fireclay at the Minorca site just outside Measham, in Leicestershire has now been submitted. MOPG say that UK Coal have not done enough research to back their claim that their planning application is safe. They argue that UK Coal’s application suffers from defects affecting their assessments of the following impacts: drainage, traffic movement, noise, visual impacts, economic benefits, and dust and air quality.
MOPG’s response points out that there is a dearth of information on the section dealing with hydrology, flood risk and drainage leading to them concluding that
“As a consequence very little confidence can be placed on the conclusions drawn “(by UK Coal on the safety of their application). 

MOPG contend that with Minorca site embracing the River Mease Special Area of Conservation no doubt must exist under European Law that the SAC site would be put at risk as a consequence of UK Coal’s plans. In MOPG’s opinion this application fails this test and should be rejected on these grounds alone as it is not environmentally safe.

Similar comments are made by MOPG on sections dealing with the assessments of Noise, Dust and Air Quality. They also contend that there are flaws in the traffic assessment that has been submitted, most noticeably that the survey used is out of date as it fails to take account of the impact that the new brick works at Red Banks, at Measham, which can produce 30,000 bricks an hour, is already having on HGV movements in the area.  

If this application is thought by Leicestershire County Council to pass the first test that such an application faces, of being environmentally acceptable, it would fail on the second test according to MOPG since the benefits do not, they argue outweigh the impacts.  For example as far as the measures that are proposed to landscape the site so that it blends into the landscape MOPG argue that the evidence offered by UK Coal could have 

“deliberately misled consultees”  

on the severity of the visual impact that the earth banks surrounding the site and the overburden storage mound will have on the area.  Another example is the assessment of socio economic benefits that is put forwards by UK Coal. These are according to MOPG’s submission, 
“an unreliable guide”, partly because they are based on “spurious arguments”.  
MOPG also takes UK Coal to task for wanting to mine coal that will in the main go to Ratcliffe Power Station, a power station with no plans to install Carbon Capture Technology. 

“ With this response to UK Coal’s planning  application pointing out so many problems with it over lack of data, misleading comments and inappropriate interpretations of Government planning guidance time and time again, we now hope that everyone concerned with this application now uses a critical eye to assess UK Coal’s planning application.”

said Steve Leary,  MOPG’s Chairperson.
“If they do, and UK Coal does not amend their application, we have every confidence that this application should be refused because of its incomplete nature. This is a document that reveals that UK Coal, even though they have been working on this application since at least 2007, still have a lot of homework to do to satisfy that it is a safe application”.  
In all MOPG objects to this application on three main grounds, that the application is environmentally unsafe, that it would damage a European Special Area of Conservation and that local people will experience an intolerable degree of nuisance from noise, dust and traffic if it is allowed to go ahead.
The submission document is being made public from Tuesday 6th October and will be available from leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorcaprotest
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
