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PRESS RELEASE
      PR 29)  28/9/09


PRESS RELEASE
   MINORCA: UK COAL FACE A NUMBER OF OBJECTIONS
As the deadline date for the first round of consultations on UK Coal’s application to mine at Minorca nears its conclusion on October 2nd., have others joined with the Minorca Opencast Protest Group (MOPG) in voicing objections and criticisms of UK Coal’s plans?  We find that we are in good company.

The Environment Agency writes that

“We OBJECT to the application as submitted because the applicant has not supplied adequate information to demonstrate that the risks posed to ground water and surface water resources can be safely managed. We recommend that planning permission should be refused on this basis”

The Environment Directive of North West Leicester District Council is critical of the evidenced provided on the effects of noise and dust on local residents if the application was allowed to proceed. They say

“At this point in time there is insufficient information contained in the application in relation to noise and air quality to allow this department to support this application. Further information is required.....to allow the council to validate this data and be assured that the statements within the submission are correct”.
Natural England’s response is particularly concerned with the impact this development could have on the River Mease SAC, the only Special Area of Conservation site designated in Leicestershire. They too are concerned about drainage issues and state
“Natural England  objects to the proposal because it is considered that there is insufficient information to determine whether the development would be likely to have a significant effect on the internationally important interest feature of the River Mease SAC, or any of the features of special scientific interest of the River Mease SSSI”.
MOPG has learned that Snarestone Parish Council has objected to the planning application because of the expected damaging environmental effects which they do not believe can be offset by the benefits on offer.

MOPG understands that these responses are being studied by UK Coal in order for them to provide further evidence which may or may not satisfy the Environment Agency, the Environment Directive and Natural England. However, if these objections stand, it does not bode well for this application.

These responses criticise the submission for not providing sufficient and sometimes inappropriate information. In addition to ourselves and the above respondents, one other agency has added its voice over matters concerning the reliability of the information contained in the submission document. The National Forest Company, in their response, has had to correct four items of misinformation that had been included. They also raise a number of questions to do with the impact of this development on the environment and the restoration proposals.
Steve Leary, MOPG’s Chairperson commented

“MOPG has already commented on the poor quality of this planning application’s Socio Economic Report and now we find other consultees making similar comments about other parts of the submission document. They are raising real and important issues about how working the Minorca site could not only blight the lives of local people but do potentially irreparable damage to Leicestershire’s only site of a Special Area of Conservation which makes the River Mease an internationally important conservation area. All this could be put at risk if this application is allowed to proceed. 

It seems that UK Coal already has to overcome a whole number of objections before they gain planning permission and this is before we submit MOPG’s objections to this application.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com    (Before 10.30 am 28/9/09)
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
