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PRESS RELEASE
MINORCA APPLICATION GIVEN THE THUMBS DOWN AT A PACKED MEETING

A packed St Laurence Church Hall in Measham last night witnessed the strength of local feeling against the proposal of UK Coal to mine 1.25m tonnes of Coal and 250,000 tonnes of Fire Clay from the Minorca Site just outside of Measham. Question after question was put to the officers of Leicestershire County Council, the body which had organised the Public Meeting, which implied reason after reason why this planning application should be rejected. Leicestershire County Council confirmed that only 18 jobs were at the most likely to be available for local people. It was also confirmed that if planning permission was granted, that unless a legally binding agreement was reached beforehand with UK Coal preventing then for asking for an extension, that planning guidance indicated a presumption in favour of granting an extension for this site if UK Coal made such a request rather than grant a new application on a greenfield site. It was stated UK Coal had been served with an enforcement notice in 2008 and that the Lounge Site was still to be restored many years after it should have been restored.
These were some of the many issues bought to the attention of Cllr Jennings, Chair of the Development Control and Regulatory Board of Leicestershire County Council and Chairman for the evenings Public Meeting and his fellow Board members who were present, by the 120 people attending. It will be this Board who will take the decision on this application on behalf of Leicestershire County Council.
Steve Leary, Chairperson of the Minorca Opencast Protest Group drew loud applause when he said 

“This will be an eye sore, a blot on the landscape. The very thing that might make it “safe”, the bunds will also contribute to my loss of enjoyment of seeing this part of Leicestershire. It may not be outstanding or especially beautiful, but it is ours, it is what is familiar. North West Leicester District Council’s vehicles livery states ‘At the Heart of the National Forest’ and not ‘Home to Opencast Coal Mining’. 

Many of us liked it enough to invest our money into buying homes in the area so we could enjoy it. Our enjoyment will be snatched away if you grant UK Coal planning permission”.
David Taylor, M.P. for North West Leicestershire drew even longer and louder applause at the end of his speech against the proposal when he reminded the Councillors present of the history of opencast mining in the area, how it would be detrimental to inward investment and that we did not want to go back in time to an era when coal dominated the local economy. The danger was that the money spent on regenerating the area would have been wasted if this proposal was allowed to go ahead.

At the end of the meeting Steve Leary said

“ As there was only one question / comment in favour of the application the elected members and officers can be left in no doubt that the local residents clearly expressed the opinion that the social costs of extra traffic, pollution, noise and general disturbance are in no way compensated for by the supposed benefits for the area UK Coal are offering. All those who do not want this to go ahead should join with those already committed to opposing this opencast coal mine as we redouble our efforts to stop this application in its tracks.”
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
