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PRESS RELEASE

FLAWS DECTECTED IN UK COAL’S MINORCA PLANS


The Research Team assisting the Minorca Opencast Protest Group are increasingly confident that they can submit a case to the County Council that will undermine the claims made by UK Coal in their submission document in a number of crucial areas. To support this contention they note that The Environment Agency has requested that a new set of readings be undertaken on the state of the ground water on the site as they are not happy with the evidence contained in the submission document on this issue.
They are also increasingly aware of the devices that UK Coal and its agents have used in submitting a planning document which claims to include ‘independent’ and ‘objective’ reports which, on closer reading, prove to be biased with the sole intention of proving that UK Coal not only has the full support of Government Planning Guidance, but that its proposed actions to screen the site will fully protect local residents from pollution. 

MOPG is still building its case on which to oppose the application, but we can cite one example of the bias displayed by UK Coal. Time and again in their application UK Coal claim that Government Guidance should give priority to 
‘proposals which will bring about environmental improvements for example, by the restoration of previously derelict areas or by the stabilisation of Unstable ground”.
In one short section of the submission document, the Socio Economic Assessment for example, which is just 18 pages long, this inferred claim that the Minorca site has derelict land that will be restored as part of the need to work the coal and or that the ground at Minorca is unstable is made twice. The only problem for UK Coal is that this is not true, they want to rip up a green field site and the ground is not unstable.
Steve Leary, MOPG’s Chairperson says
“This is not the only example of misleading statements contained in this small 18 page section. They draw on inappropriate evidence when comparing urban and sub urban brown field sites with a green field site, they exaggerate the economic benefits to the local economy and there are two further deliberately misleadingly interpretations of government guidance - all within just 18 pages! This is a large document, about 1500 pages long. We are confident that we will be able to draw on many further examples of how UK Coal has used the ‘evidence’ it has submitted to make claims that on closer examination cannot be substantiated.   
It also says much about the character of the company that we are have to deal with, that they use such devices in a way that seems intended to mislead local people into a false sense of security about this proposal. If they can be so misleading when drawing up this section, which does not impinge on the major concerns of local people, how misleading then are their claims to be able to control the dust and noise that working this site will create? ”
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