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PRESS RELEASE
LET THEM TAKE THE COAL OUT - BUT ITS NOT AS SIMPLE AS THAT!
Some people query why MOPG should oppose UK Coal’s planning application. All they want is a bit of coal and the country needs coal. OK it might be a bit of noise and dust, but they will be gone in a few years and life can return to normal. If only life was that simple.

New research undertaken for MOPG challenges this view that after coal has been taken from the Minorca site that things will ‘return to normal’ in a short period of time. The research suggest two reasons why this may not be the case. The first reason concerns extensions and the second reason concerns future land development potential for the Minorca site after the coal has been excavated.
Extensions are where the owner of the site who already has planning permission to work a site asks, whilst that site is still being worked, for an extension to the site, so that they can gain access to new mineral reserves. Our research shows that since 2000 UK Coal has applied at least nine times for extensions to existing opencast sites and they have been successful in gaining at least eight extensions1. It seems that it is easier to gain an extension to a site that it is to gain permission for a new site. UK Coal have also indicated in this planning application that they are aware of coal reserves adjacent to the site but that they have yet to assess their potential to be worked2.
The other research, on UK Coal’s plans to develop their land, suggests why the Minorca site has been chosen at this time. It may not be just the coal and clay UK Coal are after – it may be because of the development potential that this land has after the coal has been extracted.  In their most recent Annual Report, UK Coal’s Chief Executive wrote

“As a result of our heritage, we have a very large estate of around 45,000 acres (18,200 hectares)of land. This estate includes agricultural land which was originally acquired for its underlying

coal reserves, and the sites of former mines and associated workings. The estate is largely focused on the UK coal fields along the A1/M1 corridor through Nottinghamshire and Yorkshire, and in Northumberland, although it also includes some

very significant sites elsewhere.

Given their location and former use, these sites are often very well connected to road, rail and electricity networks, and represent an excellent opportunity for development of both residential and

employment buildings, helping to meet the long-term needs of the UK3.”

Steve Leary, MOPG Chairperson said that 

“ This research raises two new important points that all local people should think about. How long is a short period of time? When in 1990 the people of Stobswood in Northumberland, where UK Coal has another site, learned that coal extraction was going to start that year, did they think then that in 2009 they would still be living adjacent to a site where coal extraction only ceased last year and the site is still undergoing restoration, 19 years later? This is what gaining permissions for extensions can mean. 

The other point makes it evident that in the medium to long term this site may have been chosen for its development potential once the coal and clay have been extracted, especially at the western end of the site near Measham. It ticks all the right boxes that match the Chief Executives statement  about the potential that sites have after the extraction stage. It may be significant that UK Coal are promising to maintain ownership of the site for 15 years and not turn it into a county park owned by a public body. This area in general lacks sites for some kinds of development, Logistics for example. Offering the site for development in the future may well be what UK Coal have in mind.

One way to ensure that this land remains agricultural land is to keep the coal in the ground. This keeps it safe from the threat of development. All those who do not want to see further large scale building occur between Measham and Swepstone should support our opposition to this planning proposal if for no other reason.“ 
MOPG are holding their next Protest Meeting at 7.30pm  on August 5th in St Laurence Church Hall, High Street, Measham where David Taylor MP will be the main speaker.
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NOTES

1) See UK Coal Annual Reports : p7 2000, p5 2001, p5 2002, p11 2003, p6 2004  All these reports are available on the following web site:
http://www.northcote.co.uk/company_links/by_Index.asp?SIT=1&IID=FTSE%20Small%20Cap&SDL=NI02884
2) See para 5.7.iii for example in the Planning Supporting Statement of their Planning Application
“The reserve does extend to the north of Swepstone Lane but this has only been partially drilled and a full estimate of the reserves is not available”  
3) p7, John Lloyd, Chief Executive UK Coal, 2008 Annual Report.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
