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NEW HEALTH AND SAFETY FEARS AT MINORCA

MOPG says that the threat that blasting might occur at the Minorca Opencast Site near Measham has increased the need for a Health Impact Assessment to be undertaken prior to UK Coal’s application being considered by Leicestershire County Council.

 Although such a requirement is not part of the planning process in England, it is in Wales for a planning application of this size. In addition, in both Wales and Scotland there is a 500 metre buffer zone requirement between areas of settlement and an opencast site.  Here we have no similar degree of pollution or safety protection from the effects of opencast mining. As it is a planning requirement in Wales, it would be for the planning applicant (in this case UK Coal) to pay for the HIA. We are writing to the Parish Councils of Measham, Swepstone with Newton Burgoland Packington and Snarestone to join with us and the Measham Medical Unit in support this request which we have already made to Leicestershire and Rutland Primary Health Care Trust

MOPG has already made clear that one of the reasons it is opposing this application is because of fears that invisible dust will escape this site and travel significant distances to settle on sites up to three miles away1. We now, according to UK Coal, have the prospect of blasting being undertaken on this site. It was, we believe, because of incidents to do with blasting creating ‘Fly Rock’2 at two opencast sites in East Ayrshire in Scotland that the 500 metre buffer zone was first introduced. The first site was at Burnfoot Moor (which was being worked by RJB Mining, as UK Coal used to be called) This site had an order prohibiting blasting served on it for a time3 and the second a site near Muirkirk, where blasting caused fly rock to travel 400 meters into a nearby housing scheme4 The 500 metre buffer zone was then introduced for safety reasons. We are now adding safety to our list of concerns about the Minorca site application. 

The Chairperson of MOPG, Steve Leary said

‘UK Coal, as we have already indicated, is a company who will seek to use the planning system to their advantage. In this case local people are being wooed by the prospect of £150,000 being offered to benefit the community amongst other things, if they do get planning permission. These other things do not include a new country park, as has been wrongly reported in some newspapers.

HIA’s cost money. The first one undertaken in England for an opencast mine application was for UK Coal’s Huntington Lane application near Telford, earlier this year, and cost Telford and Wrekin Council approximately £80,000 after UK Coal refused to pay. UK Coal are a member of CoalPro, a trade body which represents the UK Coal Industry. UK Coal has signed up to an Environmental Code 3 which amongst other statements has these two:

To develop and operate, wherever practicable, to standards which are higher than those required by law, regulations and codes of practice and

To adopt and improve procedures so as to ensure a close liaison between the site operators and local communities in order to ensure an effective response to the interests of the community.
MOPG argues that UK Coal has a duty to honour its industry’s Code of Practice and use some of the £150,000 earmarked for community benefits on reassuring local people that there are no health and safety risks attached to their application to mine at Minorca by offering to fund a HIA NOW. Surely assessing the health and safety risks that local residents would be exposed to if the application went ahead, is more valuable than the provision of a new community amenity at some unspecified date in the future.’
A report on the progress being made to secure an HIA will be given at the Protest Meeting being held on August 5th at St Laurence Church Hall, High Street, Measham at 7.30pm
END


END


END

   END


END

NOTES

1) See ‘Health Fears due to the prospect of Opencast Coalmining at Minorca’ Minorca Protest News’ Issue 10 19/1/09 available from mopg.co.uk
2)   FLY ROCK: Rocks propelled from the blast area by the force of the explosion. Definition from the British Geological Society
3) See paragraphs 3.13, 3.15 & 3.18, East Ayrshire Development Services Committee 6/6/2000 available on:

http://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/crpadmmin/agendas/dev%20serv/june%202000/burnfoot%20moor%20opencast%20site.pdf
4) See paragraph 8.15, Section 2 East Ayrshire Opencast Coal Subject Plan-7 Opencast Coal: Application Requirements and Other Considerations, 2003, available on:

http://www.east-ayrshire.gov.uk/content.asp?URL=/devser/documents/OCCSPS4.pdf
5) Clauses from Coalpro Environment Code:
i)
To ensure that any environmental effects are fully considered before and during all operations relating to exploration, winning, treatment and transport of coal and related products to maximise environmental benefits and minimise any adverse impacts.
vii) 
To employ, where practicable, the latest developments in     machinery, equipment and site design to minimise the effects on the environment and the amenities of local communities living close to sites.
ix) 
To develop and operate, wherever practicable, to standards which are higher than those required by law, regulations and codes of practice.
x)
To adopt and improve procedures so as to ensure a close liaison between the site operators and local communities in order to ensure an effective response to the interests of the community.
The Coalpro web site at www.coalpro.co.uk was visited on 23/7/09
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