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MINORCA OPENCAST MINE: WILL BLASTING BE ALLOWED?
UK Coal are seeking permission to carry out blasting at the proposed Minorca Opencast site near Measham in Leicestershire as they seek approval to recover 1.25m tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of fireclay from a site located in the Heart of the National Forest.

The three volume submission document contains a full assessment of the likely effects of vibrations caused by blasting if that becomes necessary. This assessment includes the following statement1

“The accurate prediction of vibration from blasting requires the gathering of a substantial amount of site specific measurement data at different points around a quarry or opencast site during trials or early stage working when a series of explosive charges are fired. Even then it is difficult to truly replicate actual working conditions when substantial areas of soil and superficial overburden will have been stripped from the site and excavations or trenches dug that could affect vibration levels at particular points. The situation is complicated further where ground conditions are non uniform and where there has already been partial extraction of mineral during the course of previous mining operations”  
However, the above quotation suggests that if the planning permission UK Coal is seeking is granted that blasting will occur anyway in order to ‘test the ground’ and get a closer approximation to what would happen in the real event. Even then it seems, the outcome is not entirely predictable  It should be noted that this site has been worked before by deep mining and that the ground conditions are non uniform.
Steve Leary, Chairman of MOPG, said

“We believe that this prospect will shock local people. When UK Coal conducted their first two public exhibitions in September 2008 they played down the prospect of blasting. We again asked them questions about this at the November public exhibition. Then we had these replies in answer to a question about blasting
‘Could not guarantee that they would not. It depends on  what is found when they start. They would only blast to crack the rock because of the nearness of the house on the other side of Gallows Lane limiting the amount of the vibration allowed’ according to one UK Coal representative. 

Another said

‘May be necessary near Swepstone’2
The ‘may be necessary near Swepstone’ now turns out to be, according to this submission, 90 metres from The Bungalow on Gallows Lane3 and 300 metres from the nearest substantial residential area to the North West of the site, which we take to mean the Oakley Park Estate in Measham4. It would have been bad anyway for the people of Swepstone and MOPG would have opposed this application for blasting. But now it seems more people that we were led to believe are going to be fearful of its consequences.

This also goes to show the importance of having a 500 metre buffer zone between an opencast mine and an area of settlement. If UK Coal were operating under the same rules as apply in Scotland and Wales we would not be facing the risk of having to face the consequences of blasting so close to people’s property.

We urge all concerned people to either visit our web site mopg.co.uk or more importantly come to our protest /campaign meeting at 7.30 on august 5th in St Laurence’s Church Hall, High Street, Measham. 
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NOTES
1) Paragraph 13.4, Volume 2 Environmental Statement, The Former Minorca Colliery Coal and Fireclay Surface Mining Scheme. Wardell Armstrong, 2009. 
2) See ‘Some Questions and Answers: Blasting Minorca Protest News no 8, Thursday 20 November 2008
3) Table 13.1 List of Sensitive Properties, Volume 2 Environmental Statement, The Former Minorca Colliery Coal and Fireclay Surface Mining Scheme. Wardell Armstrong, 2009. 
4) Paragraph 13.8, Volume 2 Environmental Statement, The Former Minorca Colliery Coal and Fireclay Surface Mining Scheme. Wardell Armstrong, 2009.
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