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PRESS RELEASE

PR 18) JULY 13TH

PRESS RELEASE




“PROMISES, PROMISES”



The latest issue of the Minorca Opencast Protest Group’s newsletter not only outlines how MOPG is going to respond to UK Coal’s application to mine at Minorca, it also draws attention to past practices of UK Coal, and whether it can always be relied on to deliver all that was originally promised when planning consent was granted.

Steve Leary, MOPG Chairperson said

“Often companies, to get planning consent, make promises to leave assets behind that benefit local communities as a consequence of getting approval for a planning development. Opencast Coal Operators such as UK Coal are experts in this. But do they always deliver that which was promised? That is the question. 
In our newsletter we have cited a local case, Nadin’s Opencast Mine just up the A444 in Derbyshire at Newhall, where UK Coal, it seems,  have yet to insure that the development outlined in their original planning application has yet to be fulfilled over 10 years since they started to restore the site. In any case, UK Coal has already won planning permission to vary the original site restoration plans so that the commercial proportion of land on the site is increased and the proportion for leisure activities is reduced. How happy are local people with this outcome? 
MOPG will be investigating other occasions where UK Coal has not kept to original agreements to restore opencast sites. What happens elsewhere can happen here. Once they have planning permission, it does not ensure that they will keep to the promises made about restoring the site, promises which helped them to get planning permission in the first place.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
