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PRESS RELEASE
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PRESS RELEASE



THE CAMPAIGN TO OPPOSE THE OPENCAST MINE PROPOSAL AT MINORCA GATHERS PACE
On Wednesday August 5th local people will be given their chance to show how much support the Minorca Opencast Protest Group has for its campaign to ensure that UK Coal never get planning permission for the Minorca site near Measham, Leicestershire. On that night, MOPG is holding its first meeting open to all members of the public who oppose UK Coal’s plans, since UK Coal submitted their planning application on July 3rd. 
Chairperson Steve Leary said

“At our inaugural meeting back in October 2008 we had over 200 people attend a public protest meeting over the outline plans of UK Coal’s proposal. Now that this issue is real and cannot be ignored we hope that even more people will decide that this proposal should be fought – or at least listen to and examine the evidence we have about why this is not in the long term interest of local people”
The intention of the meeting is to sign up new members and supporters, raise funds and to get people to undertake activities in support of the campaign. Steve Leary MOPG’s Chairperson will briefly address the meeting to outline what MOPG has achieved so far – but the emphasis of the meeting is to get people to undertake campaign activity.

Steve Leary went on to say 

“We have a huge task ahead of us, in understanding a three volume planning application document and effectively criticising it and in educating and persuading people, public representatives and planning officers that this application should be rejected. But we are not daunted. This campaign needs both breadth and depth – breadth in demonstrating that we have visible support from the local communities and depth in that we are capable of submitting our own well research document about why planning permission should be denied. They are two sides of the same coin and the campaign will not be effective if we don’t have breadth and depth.
This meeting in Measham is about giving local people the courage to fight this campaign – to show to them that we do have sound arguments to develop and put forward later. We hope that after this meeting more people will be persuaded to take heart and commit themselves to fighting to help preserve this delightful part of Leicestershire from the ravages of an Opencast Coal Mine and increase the breadth of our support. The more together we are the more likely we are to succeed in defeating this proposal.”
The meeting is to be held in St Laurence’s Church Hall, High Street, Measham from 7.30 pm.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tell 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
