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PRESS RELEASE
   PR 16 MONDAY 7th JULY

PRESS RELEASE
THE MINORCA OPENCAST MINE PLANNING APPLICATION HAS BEEN SUBMITTED!

UK Coal has informed the Minorca Opencast Protest Group (MOPG) that they have submitted their planning application for an opencast mine on the Minorca site near Measham on Friday 3rd July (see attached email)1
If the planning submission confirms the size of the site that has already been outlined by UK Coal it will be for a site one mile long by half a mile wide, within 50 metres of some houses and less than 500 metres from a local school. It will arouse intense local opposition once the submission of the application document is made public.
Steve Leary, Chairperson said

“ We believe that this is the first new opencast mining  application to be submitted in England since Scotland and Wales2 imposed a 500 metre buffer zone between a site for an opencast mine and residential areas. This application will be a test case for whether local people and others in England  think it is fair for us to be subjected to levels of disruption and pollution that would not be tolerated elsewhere in the UK.
Confirmation that the planning application has been submitted can be gained from Stuart Oliver, Media Relations, UK Coal soliver@ukcoal.com  Tel 01525 381759 or Peter Bond, Minorca Case Officer, Leicestershire County Council, 0116 3057325 pbond@leics.gov.uk
The application has to go through a process of registration with North West Leicester District Council before it is published. A copy of the three volume document will be made available to download from the LCC web site
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1) Email from UK Coal
“ 

	AFix@ukcoal.com

 to soliverpr, me, CBall, filowen, mazstarkey, Joanna, Lena, Margaret, Mr, Mr
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Good Morning Steve, 
                           The Minorca application was finally copied and completed late on Friday and submitted to Leicestershire County Council offices by the end of play. 

The application will now need to be validated by a case officer - which may take up to a week or even longer, before it is formally registered and then the consultation process will begin. 

Once the application has been validated, I will arrange for a hard copy of the application to be sent to your home address. 

I understand that the Council will be scanning the application to enable electronic access on line. 

Regards 

Anton “

2) For Welsh and Scottish Guidance see

The Welsh Guidelines are at 

(http://wales.gov.uk/english/planners/Technical Advice Note 2:Coal) 


see paragraphs 29 and 30.

The Scottish Guidelines are at:

(www.scotland.gov.uk/home/publications/spp16 Opencast Co

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
