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PRESS RELEASE  PR13
TUESDAY JUNE 2ND 2009

PRESS RELEASE

‘IT WILL HAVE TWICE THE IMPACT AT HALF THE DISTANCE’


A new element has been introduced into the controversy surrounding UK Coal’s plans for an Opencast Mine at the Minorca site near Measham. An analysis, undertaken for the Minorca Opencast Protest Group compares known facts about aspects of the current Long Moor site near Ravenstone in Leicestershire and the Minorca site near Measham, four miles away. The study, “Twice the Size and Half the Distance”  is published in full in Issue 16 of The Minorca Protest News. The study concludes by saying

“Minorca, when compared to Long Moor, is double the size, generates twice the traffic and is half the distance from areas of settlement”.

Steve Leary, the study’s author said

“This study was suggested by a member of MOPG who lives closer to this proposed site than anyone affected by Long Moor over at Ravenstone and Normanton- le – Heath. It turns out that she has good reasons to be fearful of this proposed plan. It is not until you do the comparison and stand back and compare the figures that you realise the step change in size and scale that UK Coal are proposing. No one, on reading this evidence, should think that it is a foregone conclusion that UK Coal will automatically be granted planning permission for Minorca”.
He went on to say

“ That UK Coal can even think that they can succeed in their quest to mine twice the coal, generate twice the traffic from a site that is half the distance away from Measham than anything at Long Moor reinforces our determination  to have a 500 metre Buffer Zone requirement inserted into English Planning Policy as soon as possible. We also hope that it helps to explains why we are so determined to continue in our opposition to UK Coal’s plans” 
 To read the original article go to:

leicestershirevillages/measham/minorcaprotest-minorca protest newsletter 13
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NOTE 
The article referred to is in Issue 16 of our Newsletter. It is duplicated in full below.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE,D  DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
Article from the 16th Issue of the Minorca Protest News

“ IT’S TWICE AS BIG AT HALF THE DISTANCE!!

Is Minorca another Long Moor application? Will UK Coal automatically be granted planning permission? The reason for asking these questions are  that many people seem to think that as UK Coal was eventually successful at being granted planning permission for Long Moor1, that they will equally successful at Minorca  in applying for permission to extract coal and clay from Minorca. This article will present the opposite view that these two applications are so different that we think that MOPG can succeed in opposing UK Coal’s application. 

There are a number of criteria on which to base a comparison of the two sites, and these are compared below

CRITERIA


LONG MOOR2


MINORCA

SITE AREA


64ha (p3.4)



130ha3
COALING PERIOD

2yrs 8 months (p5.2)

3yrs 3months3
TOTAL SITE PERIOD
3yrs 8 months (p5.2)

4yrs 6months3
COAL EXTRACTION
725,000t (p5.1)


1,250,00t3
(CRITERIA)


(LONG MOOR)


(MINORCA)

FIRE CLAY EXTRACTION

-



250,000t3
TRAFFIC MOVEMENT
6 per hour (p5.5)


12 per hour3
EMPLOYMENT

up to 30 (p8.162)


up to 503
NEAREST HOUSE

220 meters (p7.51)

>50meters4


NEAREST SETTLEMENT    600 meters (p8.78)

320 meters5


EXTRACTION AREA
24.46ha



52ha approx6
When we contrast the two sites we find the following

· The Minorca site is twice the size of the Long Moor site

· Twice the amount of coal will be extracted

· Minorca will have double the lorry movements that Long Moor has

· The extraction area will also be double the size at Minorca when compared to Long Moor.

· No fireclay is being extracted at Long Moor (although it is there) but 250,000 tonnes are to be taken from Minorca.

· As a sign of the more intensive working at Minorca it will employ two thirds more people than is employed at Long Moor.

· The coaling period will be 25% longer as will the total time the site is worked

· Houses and settlement are twice as near to the Minorca site that they are to Long Moor 

MINORCA, WHEN COMPARED TO LONG MOOR IS DOUBLE THE SIZE, GENERATES TWICE THE TRAFFIC AND IS HALF THE DISTANCE FROM AREAS OF SETTLEMENT. 

A scatter of other local residents along Gallows Lane and Bosworth Road are even closer than is the case at Long Moor and will be even more directly affected. At Long Moor even the site closest to the workings, Long Moor Farm, is owned by UK Coal. It should be noted that at the Long Moor Public Inquiry UK Coal stated

“Long Moor Farm is owned by UK Coal and is subject to a tenancy terminable on one month’s notice by either party and therefore it could be ensured that the property is not occupied for the duration of the works” (p 8.98).

This comment by UK Coal was recorded in the part of the Public Inquiry report where UK Coal is presenting its measures to reduce the effect of noise pollution!
This brief assessment demonstrates that Minorca is likely to have a far greater and unreasonable environmental impact on the people near to the Minorca site than Long Moor has had on people in Ravenstone and Normanton-le-Heath. The applications are not similar. This is not an open and shut case. Long Moor cannot be seen as setting a precedent that automatically allows an application for an opencast mine, however close to houses, however much traffic it generates and however much coal is taken, to succeed. If you agree with our analysis then please join and / or support MOPG.
NOTES

1) Long Moor is a working opencast mine owned by UK Coal operating 4 miles away at Ravenstone, near Coalville, Leicestershire. Planning permission was granted after a Public Inquiry in 2006. 

2) All Long Moor data is from the Report of the Public Inquiry and the number in brackets refers to the paragraph no. in the report.

3) All Minorca data is taken from ‘The Former Minorca Coal and Fireclay and Surface Mining Scheme’

4) A house on Gallows Lane is just over the road from the site and the houses at Bosworth Grange are 50m or less from the site.

5) This is the distance from houses on the edge of Oakley Park Estate in Measham.

6) An estimate made by the author from the UK Coal’s maps”
