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PRESS RELEASE
IS A 500 METRE BUFFER ZONE NECESSARY? ALL CANDIDATES TO BE ASKED FOR THEIR VIEWS.
The Minorca Opencast Protest Group has succeeded in its attempt to write to all candidates in the Leicestershire County Council Elections on the controversial issue of whether LCC should have a 500 metre buffer zone between villages and towns and the site of opencast mine sites.

The current LCC policy for the extraction of minerals does not include such a buffer zone. Because of recent changes to the mineral planning policy of other areas of the UK, in Scotland and then Wales, who now have such a buffer zone, counties of England with shallow coal fields, such as Leicestershire, are increasingly vulnerable to application for opencast mine sites because they do not automatically have the same degree of protection.
MOPG considers that the newly elected Council should conduct an urgent review of LCC’s Mineral Planning Policy. Steve Leary, Chairperson of MOPG said
“This is the latest stage in our campaign to make Leicestershire’s Mineral Planning Policy an election issue. Members of MOPG have been writing to all the candidates in the three divisions of  Valley, Ibstock and Appleby plus Forest and Measham most directly affected by UK Coal’s plans to submit an application for an opencast mine at the Minorca site between Measham and Swepstone. We have followed this up by having a letter published in local newspapers asking their readers to question their candidates on this issue. Now, because Mineral Planning Policy is a County Council responsibility, we have taken our campaign a stage further by writing to all the candidates standing for this election and we have asked them where they stand on this important issue.
The latest news from UK Coal is that the planning application for the Minorca site could be any day now. As Steve Leary added

“We need to know where the people we are about to elect stand on this issue. Do they consider that the protection of the quality of life that all people enjoy in Leicestershire is worth protecting? Many people have moved to the area since the demise of coal mining because of the promise of living in a ‘green’ area dominated by the development of the National Forest. To now be threatened by the prospect of opencast mining seems unbelievable. Are local people not to enjoy the same quality of life that others take for granted? That, to us, makes this an election issue, not just for us around the Minorca site but for others. If a planning application can be submitted here it can happen elsewhere in Leicestershire because we do not have the protection of a 500 metre buffer zone that people in Scotland and Wales now enjoy.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS PRESS RELEASE CONTACT:

STEVE LEARY, CHAIRPERSON, MOPG

4 GREENFIELD ROAD, MEASHAM, SWADLINCOTE, DERBYSHIRE DE12 7LB, tel 05601 767981 or 01530 274226, email steve46leary@googlemail.com 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MOPG PLEASE GO TO:

http://www.mopg.co.uk  or 

http://www.leicestershirevillages.com/measham/minorca-protest.html
