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PRESS RELEASE




DELAY CAUSES ANGER AND FRUSTRATION
People living adjacent to a proposed opencast coal mine near Measham in Leicestershire are getting tired of delaying tactics being utilised by UK Coal, the company behind the proposed mine. UK Coal announced their intentions back in September 2008 and said that the formal planning application would be submitted by Christmas. Since then the proposed submission has been delayed numerous times. This is causing distress and anguish to local residents and for this reason MOPG is publishing an open letter to UK Coal asking it to confirm a definite submission date for its planning application.

Chairperson Steve Leary said

“UK Coal keeps delaying their submission by citing the need to get their planning application absolutely right. They have now been considering how to get it absolutely right for nearly a year. They initially sought guidance on how to get it absolutely right in May 2008 when they asked for informal advice on how to minimise the environmental impact of their proposed plan. This became a more formal proposal in September when they asked Leicestershire County Council for formal advice on what should be included in their planning proposal to minimise the environmental impact of an opencast mine in the Heart of the National Forest. They have been working on this since the end of October.
Many members of MOPG have written recently to UK Coal asking for an explanation for the delay. None of the replies makes any reference to what we now believe is the real reason for the delay, that the real reason for the delay is that UK Coal is producing, or is in danger of producing, too much coal if it gains early planning permission to mine at Minorca.

Since it began the process of applying for planning permission last summer the economic outlook for all companies concerned with the supply of energy has changed dramatically. The price of imported coal has fallen1 and power companies have reduced their production of electricity2. At the same time UK Coal’s Daw Mill mine announced record production levels3.
It seems to us that UK Coal is asking local residents to bear their commercial risk by not applying for planning permission. They can keep it on ‘hold’, hoping for an improvement in the energy market whilst local residents suffer a loss in the value to their property because of the prospect of an opencast mine. We also know now that it is affecting the decisions people want to make about moving into the area. I have been contacted by people as far away as Surrey who are also now on ‘hold’ over whether to move to the area or not.

This is why we are publishing this letter now. UK Coal has said it will submit by the end of April. Let us see if it changes the submission date yet again”. 
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For more information contact:

Steve Leary, Chairperson, MOPG, Steve will be available from 6.00am to 9.00am on Wednesday 15th April.                                         
  tel 05601 767981



steve46leary@googlemail.com

Notes
1) Coal was trading at $154.63 on August 1st 2008 and $62.42 on April3rd. Figures from the Financial Times Commodity Prices: globalCOAL RB index. Even allowing for a depreciation of the pound against the dollar it is still a significant decrease in price. The figures come from the FT for 2/3 August and 4/5 April.
2) See ‘Drax resigned to price drop’, FT 3/3/09 and ‘Eon to divest as recession stifles demand’ FT 11/3/09 (Eon owns Ratcliffe Power Station)

3)  UK Coal press release ‘ Midland Mine sets British Coal Output Record’, (http://miranda.hemscott.com/static/cms/2/4/2/6/binary/1667635909/326056.pdf).
