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CONFIRMED – OPENCAST THREAT TO THE LOCAL AREA TO LAST FOR AT LEAST ANOTHER 12 YEARS!
Officers from Leicestershire County Councils have confirmed the worst fears of members of the Minorca Open Cast Protest Group at a meeting with the officers recently. MOPG feared that the new Minerals Plan for Leicestershire that is being drafted would continue the policy of protecting the area of the shallow coalfield in Leicestershire from development. This would be because the area should be left available for future planning applications for new opencast mines.
Lonek Wojtulewicz and John Wright, from the Community Services Department of Leicestershire County Council and Andy Robinson, Assistant Chief Executive of Leicestershire County Council were answering a series of questions put to them by MOPG when they confirmed that this was the draft policy outlined in the current draft of the Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework Core Strategy document. Some aspects of this policy have still to be confirmed, and MOPG hopes to be able to indicate areas on the shallow coalfield that should be protected from the possibility of opencasting.
Other answers produced surprise from members and guests who were present. None more so that the suggestion that Leicestershire County Council had not kept a check on how much money had been spent on the local area since 1995 on regenerating the local economy away from a dependence on coal. Cllr. Sean Sheahan, one of the many guests present from a number of political parties whose candidates will be fighting seats at the next County Council elections in June, reminded the audience that over two million pounds had already been spent on regenerating Measham, including a new library.

Many other points were raised and these are reported further on in the latest issue of the Minorca Protest News, Issue 14 available from leicestershirevillages.com / Measham / minorca protest.
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For more information contact:

Steve Leary, Chairperson, MOPG,

tel 05601 767981

steve46leary@googlemail.com

