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MINORCA OPENCAST PROTEST GROUP   THURSDAY 5TH MARCH 
“DO THESE PLANS CARRY THE RISK OF MORE APPLICATIONS FOR OPENCAST COAL MINES?”
Vital information that could affect the future quality of life of people in North West Leicestershire is missing from the “Strategy for Growth and Change Further Consultation “document. The vital information that is missing concerns the location of the shallow coal field across parts of the district.

Do people in Ibstock, for example, realise that if areas to the west of Ibstock become zoned for development, that potentially the first ‘development’ they may see could be an application for an opencast coal mine? This may happen because if this land overlies the shallow coalfield and it is going to be developed anyway, then National and County Council planning guidelines1 would suggest that an applicant would have some preference over local feelings on the subject. This would be because preference is given to plans which would prevent access to this coal being lost forever as a consequence of the development.

 However, because information about the extent of the shallow coalfield is missing as well as any guidance to the relationship between towns and villages on the surface and seams of shallow coal underneath, we do not know how big a risk this is. Do the plans for Ibstock and other communities in North West Leicestershire carry this hidden risk of encouraging more applications for opencast coal mines in the area to prevent the ‘sterilisation’ of accessible coal?  Neither do we know whether these plans will bring future residential areas close to the shallow coal field with the prospect of people in the future having to organise themselves to prevent an application for an opencast coal mine on their doorstep as has already happened near Ravenstone and is happening around Measham.

Steve Leary, MOPG Chairperson said

“We would not want anyone else to find that they face the stress and uncertainty caused by finding, all of a sudden, that a company has your area in its sights for an opencast coal mine. We know what it feels like. If the District Authority can make the risks of this happening to other people and businesses clearer, then it would be doing the people of North West Leicestershire a great service. They would know that this was possible before they bought a house or decided to invest in a business”  

Our District Authority’s motto is “From the Ground”. The problem for part of the District is that the coal in the ground is still a factor in peoples’ lives. It is neither heritage nor history but a fact of life. At present other people do not know whether in the future it will be a fact in their lives too, because the information is not being made available. We have made suggestions on our web page at leicestershirevillages.com / measham / minorca protest on how more information on this issue could be made available. If you support this idea let NWLDC know by filling in their comments form on their web site or contacting them.
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MOPG’s  full submission to the consultation document is attached

1) See for example paragraph 22 of Mineral Planning Guidance Note 3 (for Government policy)
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and Leicestershire Mineral Local Plan Review 1995
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For more information contact:

Steve Leary, Chairperson, MOPG,

tel 05601 767981

steve46leary@ googlemail.com

