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‘Opencasting for Coal can both be bad for your health and your wealth’
The latest issue of the Minorca Protest News from the Minorca Opencast Protest Group contains two reports on issues which should be of great concern to all those who will live within three to four miles of the site of UK Coal’s proposed opencast mine at Minorca near Measham.

The first report ‘Health fears due to the prospect of opencast coal mining at Minorca’ outlines the results of research undertaken by Steve Leary on the health effects of opencast mining. The research cites evidence from an anti pollution campaigner Dr Dick Van Steenis and from the Ffos –Y –Fran Health Impact Assessment Steering Group on the effects of invisible dust caused by opencast mining. This dust, this research suggests, can cause Asthma, Heart Attacks and Depression. The dust, it is claimed, cannot be suppressed on site and can travel for great distances as it can remain suspended in the air for seven days. Some of this dust is known to be dangerous, it is claimed, because it can enter lung tissue and cause fibrosis. So seriously is this risk taken that the article reports on the recent decision taken by Telford and Wreakin Council to assess the degree of risk this dust poses by commissioning a Health Impact Assessment to be undertaken before planning permission is considered for another UK Coal site for an opencast mine near Telford. 

Other research also suggests that all of those who own or are buying their house in the area will be doubly affected. In ‘Property prices around Measham are set to plummet’ Steve Leary cites evidence from the University of East Anglia and the Ffos –Y –Fran Health Impact Assessment Steering Group on the likely or actual effects on house prices on areas within 3 miles of different opencast sites, with house prices expected to fall between 10 and 40%. The value of a house usually represents the major asset people own. 
The full reports are contained in the latest 10th issue of the Minorca Protest News. This can be downloaded /read on the Leicestershirevillages.com / Measham/Minorca Protest Page.

This news is especially important after BBC Radio Leicester announcement on 5th  January that UK Coal were due to submit their planning application either at the end of January or early February.
Steve Leary says

“By publishing the results of this research now, we are giving people in Donisthorpe, Oakthorpe, Appleby Magna, Newton Burgoland, Packington, Measham and Snarestone – all villages with schools within 3 miles of the proposed site - to begin to assess what might be serious health consequences for them and their children if the opencast mine gets the go-ahead. The health effects may also affect those living in Swepstone and Newton Burgoland.  In addition, those living in the same area could find their house devalued and difficult to sell, thus trapping local people to remain living in the area for the duration of the workings. The Minorca Opencast Protest Group urges local people to carefully assess the evidence presented so that when UK Coal submits their planning application, local communities and residents can present clear arguments on why to oppose the creation of an opencast mine between Measham and Swepstone.”
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Steve Leary, Spokesperson for The Minorca Opencast Protest Group, will be available on Monday morning (19/1/09) from 7.15am to 9.30am if you want to contact him on 01 530 274226. He may be available at other times at the same number or at 4 Greenfield Road, Measham, DE12 7LB, or steve46leary@googlemail.com.
