PRESS RELEASE FROM THE PUBLIC PROTEST MEETING IN MEASHAMHELD ON 23/10/08

200 PEOPLE VOTE TO OPPOSE PLANS FOR AN OPENCAST MINE IN MEASHAM.
Over 200 people crowded into St Laurence Church Hall, Measham last night to support the creation of a protest group to oppose any plans that UK Coal may have to open the Minorca site as an opencast mine. People heard David Taylor the local M.P. for North West Leicestershire  pledge his support for the campaign. David Taylor M.P. also recounted his long experience of resisting opencast mining in North West Leicestershire. He gave the meeting guidance on how to develop arguments that could be used to oppose UK Coal’s plans. 

Russell Scott-Worthington, a local resident also spoke, outlining the planning system and some of the current planning policies. He especially highlighted the fact that local people have only 21 days in which to formally write to Leicestershire County Council to oppose these plans once they are submitted.
Steve Leary, who was elected Chairperson of the Coordinating Committee during the meeting, invited the audience to say whether they wanted UK Coal as a neighbour. 200 people, drawn from Swepstone, Newton Burgoland, Snarestone , Normanton le Heath , Appleby Magna and all parts of Measham gave a resounding NO to that question and then moved to a formal vote to create a protest group. The vote to create the protest group was unanimous.
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