PRESS RELEASE FROM OAKLEY PARK RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION, MEASHAM, LEICESTERSHIRE
MONDAY  OCTOBER 6TH 2008.
“ THIS PLAN, TO SCRAPE AND RESHAPE OUR LANDSCAPE, MUST BE STOPPED”

A residents group, in a tranquil part of Leicestershire, has tonight become the first to announce their opposition to UK Coal’s plans to mine for 1.25 million tonnes of coal and 250,000 tonnes of clay .This huge opencast site, on the edge of Measham, will be a major intrusion into the landscape and into the lives of hundreds of people. Oakley Park residents, who live on the east side of Measham and overlook the site, are calling all people who want to oppose these plans to join together to form a larger protest group .
Steve Leary, the Chairperson of the Oakley Park Residents Association says
“ This plan to scrape and reshape our landscape must be stopped. The same company sought to mine around the old Minorca pit site in 1996. Their application to mine on this larger opencast site  for 750,000  tonnes failed then. This plan, for a greater Minorca site that is over 60% bigger; for a hole that is that much deeper and will be worked for that much longer must be stopped. If it is not stopped, it will change the appearance of a delightful rural part of Leicestershire, in the heart of the National Forest, forever.

We do not want an industrial site measuring over one mile long and half a mile wide, being worked by heavy machinery for 12 hours a day from Monday to Friday and even, from 7am to midday on Saturdays, on our doorstep. We are inviting other people, who are as horrified  as we are, by the prospect of the noise, dust and traffic the mine will create, to join with us in saying that not one tonne should be extracted.”

David Taylor, the local M.P., has already pledged to “ work with those who will want to oppose it as vigorously as I can”. He will be the main speaker (Parliamentary duties permitting) at the first public protest meeting, which is to be held in St Laurence Church Hall, High Street, Measham on Thursday October 23rd at 7.00 p.m.
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