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THE PLANNING APPLICATION FOR MINORCA IS NOW IN

The long wait is over – as reported by MOPG in a press release on Monday UK Coal finally submitted their planning application on Friday 3rd July, nearly eight months since they first went public with their proposal for Minorca back in September 2008. It has been lodged with Leicester County Council, who will eventually distribute public copies to local libraries as well as making it available on the internet.

Initially though, the application has to be registered with North West Leicestershire District Council, a process that will take about a week. As yet we do not have a timetable outlining the consultation process, but MOPG is ready to ask for an extension to that timetable if it seems necessary.

However if you are looking for some light bed time reading forget it – it is a three volume A4 size document.

Many of you reading this may well feel dejected and depressed that, after all,  UK Coal has finally submitted their planning application. However, compared too many other groups who are and have opposed opencast coal plans we are much better prepared for developing a successful campaign that will eventually result in this application being rejected. Many such campaigns would not have even started yet – we have already been at it for eight months. We also have a research group ready to review this document and find any weakness in the planning application. In addition , we are in touch with a charity called Planning Aid (http://www.planningaid.rtpi.org.uk/) who, we hope, will offer us expert advice.

You, as a member or supporter of MOPG must not undervalue what you can do for the campaign. Active participation and your financial support from each and every one of you are vital to our success. Some of you, on email already, know what is planned for the immediate future. Please make every effort to make support for our campaign become live and visible.

Please support our financial appeal by sending your cheque to our Treasurer, Margaret Hanson at 6 Greenfield Road, Measham, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE12  73LB.
 THE BEGINNING OF THE REAL CAMPAIGN
Our task now is to persuade the newly elected County Councillors at Leicestershire County Council that they should reject this planning application on two reasons. Firstly that this is a flawed application that will result in a level of harm locally that is above an acceptable standard. It could be more than one factor such as dust or noise pollution or damage to agricultural soils or to a site of special scientific interest. We not only have to persuade the Councillors, we also have to persuade the Planning Officers that this is indeed the case. Preparing these arguments will fall, in the main, on the Research Group

The second reason is that there is such evident communal opposition to this proposal that the strength of public opinion cannot be ignored. It is the task of MOPG and its members to build this support and make it evident. Our meeting on August 5th will include an opportunity for you to decide how you want to play your part in developing this part of the campaign. See the articles on the leaflet drop and the meeting on August 5th to see what you can do to make the meeting a great success for MOPG.

LEAFLET DROP FOR THE AUGUST 5TH MEETING
5000 leaflets have been printed to advertise the August 5th meeting to be delivered in Measham, Swepstone, Snarestone, Newton Burgoland, Packington and Normanton-le-Heath advertising the meeting to be held in Measham for all old and new members. We need to know if you can: 

FOR MEASHAM AND PACKINGTON ONLY

Collect a round of leaflets on Wednesday July 22nd from the Measham Methodist Church Hall, Bosworth Road, from 6.00 to 7.30, to be delivered in the week beginning Monday July 27th.  We will have approximately 17 rounds ready for delivery so we need 17 volunteers!
PLEASE LET MAZ STARKY (mazstarkey@lineone.net) KNOW BY PHONE (01530 273375) OR EMAIL IF YOU CAN HELP.

SNARESTONE, SWEPSTONE AND NEWTON BURGOLAND + NORMANTON-LE-HEATH ONLY

These are going to be covered by Bob Walsh and Joanna Crane.
MOPG MEETING ON WEDNESDAY AUGUST 5TH
The Co-ordinating Committee has spent some time planning how to respond to UK Coal’s Planning Application and this MOPG meeting is the result. IT IS OUR MOST IMPORTANT MEETING YET.

At the this meeting we plan to sign up new members and supporters, outline why we oppose the application and get as many people as possible to sign up to undertake particular activities. We are still working on what these activities are, but a few suggestions have been made below. This means that we need A LOT OF HELP ON THE NIGHT TO :

Before the meeting starts

· Help set the hall out (from 6.30)
· Check the contact details of existing members / supporters

· To carefully record the contact details of new members / supporters

· To meet and greet any media representatives.

After the Chairperson’s Introduction to get people to (for example) 

· Sign up to write letters to newspapers.

· Sign up to write letters to local politicians

· Contact radio phone- in programmes

· Be available for demonstrations.

· Become a fundraiser.
· Tidy up the hall

· Be involved in the media campaign 

· Be in an Ideas Group to help plan future campaign activities
You can see that we will be relying on a lot of our members coming forwards to staff these various tables so that we can minimise any delay in collecting this information. Please let Bob Walsh (r.e.walsh@btinternet.com ) know by phone ( 01530 273505) if you can help on the night.
PROMISES PROMISES: UK COAL AND RESTORING OPENCAST SITES: NADIN’S OPENCAST SITE NEAR SWADLINCOTE DERBYSHIRE. 

At their public exhibitions last year UK Coal made great play on their success in gaining awards for their achievements in restoring opencast sites. This article is the first of a series of articles that tell another side of the story – occasions where UK Coal have not honoured the planning agreement to restore the site that was originally granted as part of the planning condition to extract the coal. Rather ,UK Coal have either sought new planning permission to extend the size and working life time of a site and or they have sought to vary the planning conditions attached to the site’s restoration. Either way, from the point of view of local residents, each occasion when this occurs, we would argue, amounts to breach of promise made by UK Coal to that local community. The same breach of promise could happen at Minorca in future if UK Coal got planning permission to take coal from Minorca.

The first example is local, just 4 miles away at Newhall, near Swadlincote, Derbyshire. The old Cadley Hill pit was closed in 1987 with the loss of over 500 jobs. We understand that by 1992 RJB Mining were acting as British Coal subcontractors at the renamed Nadin’s Opencast Mine operation. RJB Mining (to be shortly renamed UK Coal) had become full owners of the site when coal extraction ceased in 1997. As part of the restoration plans, local residents were promised a mixed development, including industrial and commercial units, a leisure centre and two golf courses. Since 1997 UK Coal have ask for and been granted an amendment to their planning condition that reduced the land available for the golf course (note it is now just one) and increased the proportion of land available for commercial development. UK Coal has now renamed the site Tetron Point and this is what UK Coal’s own web site has to say about the current state of development:

“ Tetron Point

This is a 300 acre freehold rail connected former surface mine. The site benefits from outline planning permission for 1.5m sq ft of commercial development and an on site railhead. The site will be developed as a mixture of pre-let design and build and ground lease packages. The site is located off the A444 at Swadlincote, South Derbyshire.

Sales to date have included Bison Concrete, Prologis, Astral, William Davies and Sladen Estates.

The Company is now pursuing a scheme for further mixed use development of potentially another 40/50 acres in association with community and sporting uses on the balance of the site.”
So, over 10 years since coaling ceased, the promise of the development of local leisure amenities and golf course still have  yet to materialise. If we get further information on this development and how the benefits for the local community vary from those originally proposed, we will let you know. 
NEW MOPG SECRETARY
We are pleased to report that we have a new Secretary, Lena Guyan, 2 Jewsbury Avenue, Measham, Tel 01530 273368, email swedishlena@yahoo.co.uk 
REPORT ON THE HEART OF THE FOREST FESTIVAL JUNE 27TH 

As many of you will be aware the MOPG members had a stand at the Festival on June the 27th in Measham.

Our goals were to raise awareness of our existence, secure new supporters / members and raise some funds for our campaign.  In that we did sign up several new members, meet and greet members of the general public and some key local political figures as well as raising approx £125 the day was a success. 

Without sounding a negative note the contributions in prizes, time to help etc were down to a very small number of people to whom we are very grateful.  We will continue to campaign in opposition to the Minorca opencast but we must engage more support in the forthcoming activities.

We appeal to you the members and declared supporters to do what you can in this regard in the near future.

 

Campaign Manager  Bob Walsh.

MINORCA IN THE NEWS

The campaign has still been interesting the media. The Ashby Trader and Echo published ‘Mining plan casts big shadow over houses’ on 3/6/09 after a reporter visit Bob Walsh, our Campaign Manager to see how close his house was to the site. Our 13th press release which compared the size of Long Moor with the proposed Minorca site resulted in the Burton Mail on 3/6/09 publishing ‘Campaigners’ fear over opencast plan’ followed by The Leicester Mercury’s similar story ‘Opencast Mine ‘is too big’’ on June 18th.  Another press release (no 14) on our Buffer Zone campaign resulted in the Ashby Times publishing ‘Campaign start for buffer zones hailed a success’ on June 5th.

We were the first organisation to break the news about UK Coal submitting their planning application with our 16th press release. This immediately resulted in me being interviewed for Oak fm, and we were their lead news story on 6/7/09.  Both the Leicester Mercury, ‘Mine would be a disaster’ and the Burton Mail ‘ Next step in coal mine battle as plan submitted’ reported on this the next day (7/7/09). The Leicester Mercury article was the first news item on the Minorca proposal to make onto their web page. 

The Ashby Times and the Burton Mail used press release 17 to report that we were to hold a meeting on August 5th with ‘Opencast Plans are Submitted’ (AT, 10/7/09) and ‘Mine Campaigners Rally Support’ ( BM 9/7/09)

Look out for ‘blown up’ copies of some of the Minorca news stories at our meeting on August 5th. We used them at the ‘Heart of the Forest’ festival. If you have kept any copies of news stories to do with the campaign then let Steve Leary know.

Interest in our campaign is still growing. These are the number of hits on web sites to do with our campaign as at 13/7/09:

leicestershirevillages/measham



1083                            /minorca protest

COAL IN THE UK :MINORCA FORUM


1080

MOPG web site





  571

SHOW PEOPLE HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT THE PLANNING APPLICATION!

You can make news too on the web – it is easy to do and we now need to demonstrate to the public the level on feeling and the size of the opposition to these proposals.  Both the Burton Mail and the Leicester Mercury invite public comments on their news stories if they are on their web pages. For the Leicester Mercury you have to register with the paper first before you can comment. Please start doing so – I hope at the meeting on August 5th that one of the groups that we will form is a media group that will do this. Making clear how many people feel strongly about this proposal is important – other places you can make comments are on our own MOPG web site on the Guest Page and on the leicestershirevillages.com/Measham/Discussion Forum/ Minorca.
FUTURE EVENTS
WEDNESDAY July 22ND 
Collect leaflets for delivery in Measham & Packington. 6.00 -7.30, Methodist Church Hall, Bosworth Road, Measham

THURSDAY July 23rd 
Co-orindating Committee Meeting. Let our new Secretary know if you have any campaign ideas that you want us to discuss.

MONDAY July 27th
Begin the delivery of the leaflets advertising the August 5th MOPG meeting.
WEDNESDAY 5TH August
MOPG Campaign / Protest Meeting, St Laurence’s Church Hall, High St. Measham 7.30pm.
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