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MOPG CREATES A ‘BUFFER ZONE’ BUZZ AROUND THE ELECTIONS

We really seemed to have injected our local issue into the elections for Leicestershire County Council, due on June 4th. The idea of having our meeting with Officers from Leicestershire County Council in March and inviting candidates standing for the elections in the three divisions affected has paid off. Literature from all the candidates to date that I have seen has mentioned opposing the idea of opencast mining. We have gained a great deal of publicity from this alone.

When asked the more specific question about the need to review LCC’s Mineral Planning Policy so that it includes a 500 metre buffer zone our local candidate’s response is overwhelmingly favourable. The following candidates would favour such a policy review:

FOREST AND MEASHAM DIVISION

G JONES  (CON), 
W McDERMOTT (BNP)
S SHEAHAN (LAB)

IBSTOCK AND APPLBY DIVISION
R BLUNT (CON)
P HYDE (LAB)

I HAMMONDS (BNP)
VALLEY

N RUSHTON (CON)
In addition P THOMPSON, standing for the Liberal Democrats in Forest and Measham, is in favour of reviewing the Mineral Planning Policy for a number of reasons, which include the introduction of a Buffer Zone between industrial and housing areas.
(At the time of going to press I have not had any information on the views of other local candidates).


In response to the letter sent by Steve Leary to current party leaders on LCC he received a response from the Labour Group Leader Dr M O’Callaghan who would support the introduction of a 500 metre buffer zone and went on to say that the Labour Group on LCC had opposed the adoption of the current Core Strategy document.

Other candidates elsewhere in Leicestershire are also indicating their support for such a review. So far twelve other candidates would support such a review. One has not indicated his position whilst another would treat each application on a case by case basis.

Although this is primarily a County Council issue Measham is also electing a District Councillor on June 4th. The District Council will be asked to consider this planning proposal when it is submitted, so it is good to see evidence that the Conservative, Labour and BNP candidate seem to share our concerns. 

This part of our campaign seems to have caught the attention of local politicians, the local media and interested many more people, See the accompanying article ‘Minorca in the News’ for evidence of this. We will be continuing the ‘500 Metre Buffer Zone Campaign’ after June 4th.
Steve Leary

IT’S TWICE AS BIG AT HALF  THE DISTANCE!!
Is Minorca another Long Moor application? Will UK Coal automatically be granted planning permission? The reason for asking these questions are  that many people seem to think that as UK Coal was eventually successful at being granted planning permission for Long Moor1, that they will equally successful at Minorca  in applying for permission to extract coal and clay from Minorca. This article will present the opposite view that these two applications are so different that we think that MOPG can succeed in opposing UK Coal’s application. 

There are a number of criteria on which to base a comparison of the two sites, and these are compared below

CRITERIA


LONG MOOR2


MINORCA

SITE AREA


64ha (p3.4)



130ha3
COALING PERIOD

2yrs 8 months (p5.2)

3yrs 3months3
TOTAL SITE PERIOD
3yrs 8 months (p5.2)

4yrs 6months3
COAL EXTRACTION
725,000t (p5.1)


1,250,00t3
(CRITERIA)


(LONG MOOR)


(MINORCA)

FIRE CLAY EXTRACTION

-



250,000t3
TRAFFIC MOVEMENT
6 per hour (p5.5)


12 per hour3
EMPLOYMENT

up to 30 (p8.162)


up to 503
NEAREST HOUSE

220 meters (p7.51)

>50meters4


NEAREST SETTLEMENT    600 meters (p8.78)

320 meters5


EXTRACTION AREA
24.46ha



52ha approx6
When we contrast the two sites we find the following

· The Minorca site is twice the size of the Long Moor site

· Twice the amount of coal will be extracted

· Minorca will have double the lorry movements that Long Moor has

· The extraction area will also be double the size at Minorca when compared to Long Moor.

· No fireclay is being extracted at Long Moor (although it is there) but 250,000 tonnes are to be taken from Minorca.

· As a sign of the more intensive working at Minorca it will employ two thirds more people than is employed at Long Moor.

· The coaling period will be 25% longer as will the total time the site is worked

· Houses and settlement are twice as near to the Minorca site that they are to Long Moor 

MINORCA, WHEN COMPARED TO LONG MOOR IS DOUBLE THE SIZE, GENERATES TWICE THE TRAFFIC AND IS HALF THE DISTANCE FROM AREAS OF SETTLEMENT. 

A scatter of other local residents along Gallows Lane and Bosworth Road are even closer than is the case at Long Moor and will be even more directly affected. At Long Moor even the site closest to the workings, Long Moor Farm, is owned by UK Coal. It should be noted that at the Long Moor Public Inquiry UK Coal stated

“Long Moor Farm is owned by UK Coal and is subject to a tenancy terminable on one month’s notice by either party and therefore it could be ensured that the property is not occupied for the duration of the works” (p 8.98).

This comment by UK Coal was recorded in the part of the Public Inquiry report where UK Coal is presenting its measures to reduce the effect of noise pollution!
This brief assessment demonstrates that Minorca is likely to have a far greater and unreasonable environmental impact on the people near to the Minorca site than Long Moor has had on people in Ravenstone and Normanton-le-Heath. The applications are not similar. This is not an open and shut case. Long Moor cannot be seen as setting a precedent that automatically allows an application for an opencast mine, however close to houses, however much traffic it generates and however much coal is taken, to succeed. If you agree with our analysis then please join and / or support MOPG.
NOTES

1) Long Moor is a working opencast mine owned by UK Coal operating 4 miles away at Ravenstone, near Coalville, Leicestershire. Planning permission was granted after a Public Inquiry in 2006. 

2) All Long Moor data is from the Report of the Public Inquiry and the number in brackets refers to the paragraph no. in the report.

3) All Minorca data is taken from ‘The Former Minorca Coal and Fireclay and Surface Mining Scheme’

4) A house on Gallows Lane is just over the road from the site and the houses at Bosworth Grange are 50m or less from the site.

5) This is the distance from houses on the edge of Oakley Park Estate in Measham.

6) An estimate made by the author from the UK Coal’s maps

MINORCA IN THE NEWS

Since this item last appeared it seems that the campaign has rarely been out of the news. Our 5th Press Release “Do these Plans carry the risk of more Applications for Opencast Coal Mines “ on North West Leicestershire District Council’s ‘Strategy for Growth and Change’ discussion document was picked up by The Burton Mail who researched the story further before publishing “More opencast on the way- fear” on March 12th. 

The news contained in our 6th Press Release “ Leicestershire County Council to be asked Questions over its Current and Future Policy for Opencast Coal” led to two news stories. The Guardian mentioned our meeting in its Eco Sounding’s column under “ Measham villagers fight coal mine”(16/4/09. The Ashby Trader and Echo published a premature headline “Coal mining bid is submitted “ which bought its readers up to date on developments since Christmas on March 25th. The next day The Burton Mail reported on the meeting with LCC under the headline “New opencast plan a ‘black cloud hanging over village” (26/3/09).

Our first letter writing campaign and the open letter that was sent to UK Coal, with our accompanying 8th Press Release led to renewed interest in the campaign. The Burton Mail was first, with “Coal delay is slammed” (16/4/09), followed by both The Ashby Times lead story “Angry residents say stop using delaying tactics” and Leicester Mercury’s Anger at mining plan ‘delay’, both on Friday 17th April.

Media attention then shifted to the 500 Metre Buffer Campaign and the County Council elections after the 9th Press Release “ Candidates to be asked to Change Mineral Planning Policy”. Articles appeared in The Ashby Times “500 metre buffer zone called for” (15/5/09), The Burton Mail “Ask them where they stand on opencast coal” (19/5/09) The Leicester Mercury “ Politicians urged to back mining buffer” (20/5/09). Three papers, The Burton Mail (18th May), The Leicester Mercury (20th May) and The Ashby Times (22nd May) then published my letter asking Leicestershire electors to ask their candidates about the Buffer Zone. The last news story on this issue followed the 11th Press Release, when The Burton Mail’s “Opencast protest goes to election candidates” on 27th May reported on MOPG writing to all LCC candidates

In the meantime our 10th Press Release on the launch of our website, resulted in a brief article in The Ashby Times “Website for Protest Group” (29/5/09)

All this attention has resulted in increased interest in both places where we put information on the internet. Up to Friday 29th May, our Minorca Protest pages on the Measham Village website had recorded 826 hits with over 100 hits being recorded over the period 15th – 22nd May. The hits on our own web site are also increasing, standing at 263 at the launch they have grown to 342 by the 29th 

Our press releases are now available on leicestershirevillages.com/measham/ minorca protest

The Burton Mail new stories are on line at  www.burtonmail.co.uk – type ‘minorca opencast protest group’ into the search box
PETER BOND IS THE CASE OFFICER FOR MINORCA

Leicestershire County Council has appointed Peter Bond as the Minorca Case Officer. Peter has worked for Leicestershire County Council for 61/2 years. He has dealt with mineral planning extraction applications before for sand and gravel, but this will be his first opencast coal application when it is submitted.

 It will Peter’s responsibility to review UK Coal’s planning application, the comments from all the statutory consultees and the other observations from organisations such as MOPG. In addition he will review all comments that individuals make as well. He will then prepare a report initially for the Development Control and Regulation Board of Leicestershire County Council, a committee of elected members.

In making his report Peter will weigh up all the evidence presented and review it against the approved policies of Leicestershire County Council with regard to mineral planning, Regional Planning Policies and English guidance for mineral extraction amongst other policy documents. This review will result in him making a recommendation on whether UK Coal’s planning application should be accepted or rejected. If he recommend acceptance he is likely to recommend conditions which will have to be met as part of the consent for the planning application. 

We will in a later article explain LCC’s decision making process for the Minorca application. What is important at this stage is to know how to contact Peter Bond if you have any questions about any aspect of UK Coal’s application or about the planning system. Peter Bond’s contact details are as follows:

Peter Bonds Environmental and Heritage Services, Community Services Department, Leicestershire County Council, County Hall, Glenfield, Leicestershire, LE3 8TE

Tel 0116 3057325 or email pbond@leics.gov.uk
FUTURE EVENTS
TUESDAY JUNE 2ND 
Screening of ‘Age of Stupid’, a film on Climate Change followed by a Question Time style                                                 discussion, from 6.00pm, Ibstock Community  College, Main Hall, Central Ave. Ibstock. Organised by Ibstock Does Climate Change.

SATURDAY JUNE
Heart of the Forest Festival – volunteers needed to staff our stall. Also needed are donations for the Tombola.
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