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OTHER TOPICS HAVE BEEN HELD OVER TO THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE NEWSLETTER
WHY HAVE A MEETING WITH LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL?
The main reasons for having this meeting on Tuesday 24th March is:

1) To see if we can apply the existing rules effectively to prevent a planning application for the Minorca site (as applied through the 1995 plan, see the Briefing Note below).

2) To see if it possible for us to influence the new ‘rules’ being drawn up for the Mineral Strategic Framework for Leicestershire in such a way  to prevent a successful application for the Minorca site in the future. (For more information see the Briefing Note below)
3) To demonstrate to Leicestershire County Council, prospective MP’s, County Councillors, existing Chairpersons of local Parish Councils and other guests the strength of opposition to this proposal. This goal will only be achieved if members attend on 24th March. PLEASE DO NOT LET THE CAMPAIGN DOWN – BE THERE IF AT ALL POSSIBLE.

 WHO HAS BEEN INVITED TO THE MEETING?
A number of guests have been specially invited. This is because this issue is likely to feature in forthcoming elections for both Parliament and the County Council. If it does not feature then this campaign will have been a failure! It will be our task to persuade these candidates that opposing the application will be in their interest if they want the support of local peoples’ opposition to UK Coal’s plans. This education of our candidates starts here! 

So expect to see candidates from a number of political parties, all those parties that we know of who have candidates for either election. Prospective Parliamentary Candidates for North West Leicestershire have been invited. In addition candidates for the County Council elections on 4th June for the following wards have been invited: Forest and Measham, Ibstock and Heather and Valley.

In addition we have invited the Chairperson and Clerk of the following Parish Councils since they are likely to be consulted formally on the planning application when it is submitted: Measham, Oakthorpe, Snarestone, Swepstone and Packington 
Again the success of this approach lies with you – you as members have to turn up on Tuesday to make it successful! 
THE BRIEFING PAPER FOR THE MEETING

Briefing Note for the meeting on March 24th between Leicestershire County Council and the Minorca Opencast Protest Group

1) Leicestershire County Council is under a legal obligation to produce a Minerals Planning Strategy that covers the County. This is not a new obligation, but goes back many years. Periodically they are also obliged to review this strategy because of changes in legislation, changes in technology and changes in land use. They can then produce planning documents that both incorporate changes in legal and guidance requirements and any changes in policy. The changes in policy also come about because LCC can exercise a degree of discretion on how it responds to the points, often contradictory, made by different parties to the consultation process.

2) Leicestershire’s current guidance was issued in 1995 under the title “Leicestershire Minerals Local Plan Review”1. The details of the current plan’s comments on opencast coal planning applications are:
[image: image1.emf]
This means that UK Coal’s planning submission will be judged against the criteria set out in this document, updated for any changes in government policy guidance since 19952. The questions we want to ask on Tuesday in relation to the 1995 plan are at the end of this article.

3) The review process for a new plan started in 2006. So far it has gone through three consultation exercises which have resulted in the development of 3 parts of what will constitute a new minerals planning policy. This will be called ‘Leicestershire’s Minerals Development Framework’. It will eventually consist of a Core Strategy Document, a Site Allocations Document and a Proposals Map. These documents are at different stages of development. The core strategy document, currently entitled “ Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework Core Strategy and Development Control Policies (submission draft) up to 2021”4, is currently undergoing a consultation hearing with a Government Planning Inspector in Leicester. (We are not able to participate as any comment from MOPG would have had to have been submitted by 4th August 2008, before we even knew about UK’s Coal’s new interest in Minorca).  It contains the following recommendations on the policy to be adopted for opencast coal extraction:

POLICY CS7 The strategy for coal is to adopt a presumption against coal extraction and for the disposal of colliery waste, including lateral and depth extensions to existing sites, unless the proposal is environmentally acceptable, or can be made so by planning conditions or obligations; or, if not, the proposal provides local or community benefits which clearly outweigh the likely environmental impacts. 

Individual proposals will also be assessed against the following criteria: 

(i). The effect on efforts to attract or retain investment in the area; 

(ii). Any environmental improvements or other material planning benefits to the community likely to result from the proposal; 

(iii). The employment and other economic effects of the proposal; 

(iv). The avoidance of unplanned piecemeal working of deposits. 
The other two parts of the framework documentation are, as yet, not relevant to planning for coal, as again no areas on the shallow coal field have been either indicated as suitable or unsuitable for opencast coal extraction. This is why coal as a mineral cannot be included in a Site Allocations Document or specified on a Proposals Map which will indicate specified sites for other non energy minerals such as brick clay. However, we may be able to change this through the consultation process that is continuing on the preparation of the Site Allocations and the Proposals Map – we will have to ask for guidance from LCC’s Planning Officer on this possibility on Tuesday. This is an important issue as the new policy document, even in its draft form, will have a bearing on the decision that is eventually made over the Minorca application.

4). This means that some of our questions in relation to the 1995 document are relevant to the proposed Minerals Development Framework, and we are therefore asking them again with reference to the future risk of an application for an opencast mine on the Shallow Coalfield of Northwest Leicestershire. Other questions relevant to the proposed Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework are at the end of this article.
5). We will then be able to see whether the view of the situation we might be facing with regard to the possible submission of a planning application for Minorca is correct. That is, that unless this policy of no indication of the suitability or unsuitability of sites in the area for opencast coal extraction is changed, the area as a whole faces the risk of continued planning applications for opencast mines.
6) It should be remembered that eventually UK Coal gained permission for Long Moor after submitting three planning proposals over a period of many years. In addition, if UK Coal does submit their plan for Minorca, it will be their second attempt since 1995 and we know and Leicestershire County Council knows they have other sites in mind in Leicestershire5. For how long into the future are the people of North West Leicestershire, who live on or near the Shallow Coalfield, who have invested their future and their money in houses and businesses, going to live under the shadow of their lives being blighted and the value of their property being devalued6 by the sudden prospect of an opencast mine being opened on their doorstep? If the view we have formed is correct, they will live under this shadow because the minerals planning policy of Leicestershire County Council, up to 2021, does not protect any area on the Shallow Coal Field from a planning application to extract coal.

Notes

1) Leicestershire Minerals Local Plan Review 1995 (www.leics.gov.uk / index / environment/ planning / minerals waste and county council planning/ planning policies /local development plan / adopted development plan documents / minerals local plan / Entire Minerals Local Plan Document. 

2) There have been at least two significant changes we are aware of. These government guidelines will be discussed in a later issue of the newsletter. The pages in the Leicestershire Minerals Local Plan Review that specify the original criteria against which an application for an opencast mine was to be assessed were given on page 47, paragraph 5.6.

3) Both of these ideas have been tried by other County Councils. Durham tried to specify suitable areas in 1995 (see Digging up Trouble, The Environment, Protest and Opencast Coal Mining, Rivers Oram Press, 2000, pgs 196-199), whilst Northumberland has ‘Special Protection Zones’ (see ‘Rural worry over opencast mining rules’, The Journal, December 8th 2008).

4) Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework Core Strategy and Development Control Policies (submission draft) up to 2021. June 2008. The relevant sections of this document are pages 29 -32, especially the policy box no Policy CS7. (www leics.gov.uk / index / environment / planning / minerals waste and county council planning policies / local development plan / submissions consultations

5) See, for example, UK Coal’s submissions to the consultation process for the new Minerals Development Framework, where a letter dated 6/10/06 from agents acting for UK Coal refers to “potential extraction sites” in Leicestershire. Note too that UK Coal would like potential extraction sites to be identified. (www leics.gov.uk / index / environment / planning /  minerals, waste and county council planning / planning policies / local development plans / minerals and waste development framework / preferred options / consultation responses / UK Coal).

6) For a discussion of this aspect see “Property  Prices around Measham are set to plummet” Minorca Protest News, Issue 10.

OUR QUESTIONS FOR LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

General Questions

1.1) What area constitutes the shallow coal field in North West Leicestershire and what settlements lie above or adjacent to it?

1.2) Approximately how many people either live on the Shallow Coalfield  or in close proximity (i.e. 800 metres) to it?

1.3) Do you know of any grounds on which a person might gain compensation for loss of value to their property if it is in close proximity to a successful application such as an opencast mine?
Questions regarding the 1995 Plan
2.1)
Was there ever an agreed programme of opencast sites established for Leicestershire as suggested in this document, and what sites were included in the programme?
2.2)
Why did Leicestershire County Council not specify areas on the Shallow Coalfield in North West Leicestershire that were unsuitable as a potential site for an opencast mine?3
2.3)
Why was no consideration given to protecting settlement areas by the introduction of a buffer zone of 800 metres (the distance that would show up on a property search that was looking for either nuisances or factors that would affect the value of the property)?

2.4)
Has Leicestershire County Council ever warned owners of capital of the risk of an opencast mine application being successful on the Shallow Coalfield and the effect this would have on the value of a property or a business they had invested in, in any promotion it has undertaken or sponsored to encourage inward investment to the Shallow Coalfield area?
2.5
 How much money has been spent by Leicestershire County Council on regenerating the local economy of North West Leicestershire away from a dependence on coal since this plan was adopted? 
Questions regarding the proposed Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework 
3.1
Has the Minorca Opencast Protest Group any chance of being consulted on the latest stage of the Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework? If so, on what can we make representation, to whom should we make it and by when should this be done?

3.2)
Why hasn’t Leicestershire County Council either specified any areas on the Shallow Coalfield in North West Leicestershire that were either suitable for an opencast mine or were unsuitable as a potential site for an opencast mine in this revised document?
3.3)
Why has no consideration given to protecting settlement areas by the introduction of a buffer zone of 800 metres (the distance that would show up on a property search that was looking for either nuisances or factors that would affect the value of the property) in the revised document?

3.4)
Will Leicestershire County Council, in future, warn of the risk of a successful opencast mine planning application to the value of a capital investment in the area of the Shallow Coalfield up to 2021 if it continues not to safeguard areas on the Shallow Coalfield from opencast mining applications?

3.5
How much information can Leicestershire County Council share with us about the future likelihood of there being new applications to either extend an existing site or develop a new site for an opencast mine on the shallow coalfield up to 2021? Can LCC indicate:



How many sites have been suggested?



Where are these sites?

What is the expected tonnage of minerals that would be extracted from each site?

When approximately are these applications to be expected?

FUTURE DATES

TUESDAY 24TH MARCH
FIRST MEMBERS BUSINESS MEETING OF THE         7.00 – 7.45


MINORCA OPENCAST PROTEST GROUP, St Laurence  



Church Hall, High Street, Measham.

8.00 -9.30


SPECIAL MEETING WITH LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY 

                   COUNCIL ON LCC’s MINERALS POLICY. St Laurence  



Church Hall, High Street, Measham.

4th  JUNE 2009 COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS
We will have to ensure that this planning application becomes a major local issue in the election campaign preceding June 4th .

27th JUNE  HEART OF THE FOREST FESTIVAL, MEASHAM

This newsletter is edited by Steve Leary
.
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